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Communicator 
Location for COMP General Meetings in 2010 

 

All General Meetings in 2010 will be at the Acheson Community Re-

source Center at 514 McMorran Boulevard (the Robbins Marcozzi 
Building) across from the McMorran Complex in downtown Port 
Huron.  Come at 5:30 and join us for dinner at Tonyôs Food Paradise, 502 
Huron Ave, Port Huron.   

  

Watch your email for links to maps for both the meeting and restaurant. 
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Januarysôs Program: 
Adobeôs Photoshop Elements 8 

 

Paul Cannon, Professional Photographer, will be explaining some of the highlights 
of the newest version of the Photoshop Elements program. He will have about 1 

hour to show some new things and answer some of your questions. Since time is 

limited, if you want more information on this program or general photography 
Paul will again be offering 2 classes thru the YMCA in Port Huron, starting in the 

middle of January 2010. One class will be ñPhotoshop Elements 8ò and the other 

one will be ñDigital Photography and Your Cameraò. Classes are 9 weeks, one 
night per week for 2 hours. Please see Paul after the meeting or contact him by 

cell 585.291.9764 if interested or for more information. 
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The Presidents Column 
By Pam Raisanen 

 

  
The New Year is a good time to start fresh with renewed focus and energy.  That also in-
cludes any neglected computer maintenance.   

 
An often ignored job is to clean out the inside of the tower.  Open up the case and gently 

blow out any accumulated dust and debris.  That will keep the computer running cooler and 
minimize the damage that can heat can do.  I also like to puff out any dirt or crumbs from 
the keyboard.  Once that is finished, itôs time to power up and take a look at what may be 

filling up the hard drive.   
 

Eliminate things that you donôt need.  Take a good look at temporary files on your hard 
drive to see what you can remove.  If there are programs that you never use, they could be 
uninstalled to create free space.  Also clean up Internet Explorer, Firefox and any other web 

browsers you use.   
 

Make sure all programs are up to date.  Often patches to programs are security related.  
That includes non OS programs like Flash, Java, Adobe Reader, Office and particularly all 
security programs you might have installed.  Run full scans with whatever antivirus and 

anti adware/spy programs you use.  If you find any problems follow instructions to either 
clean, quarantine, or delete them.   

 
Empty your recycle bin. Defrag the hard drive.  Look at what is running in your start up 
menu and remove anything you donôt need to boot up with your operating system.   With 

all maintenance jobs complete, your computer should be safe and running at top speed.  
  

If you need help or instructions on PC security and clean up, Vice President Norb Demmel 
has graciously offered to supply club members with his updated maintenance disk.  Norb 
has recently added more to his CD.  It includes links to free security and maintenance pro-

grams and updated instructions on what to clean up and how to do it.  Theyôll be available 
at the January General Meeting.  We hope to see everyone there. 

In Memory 

of 
Longtime Club Member 

Jim Verdon 
who passed away 

December 11, 2009 

 
A tree will be planted in memory of Jim Verdon in the McKenzie & Blundy 

Memorial Forest. Dedication service Sunday, September 19th, 2010 at 

2:00 p.m. at the Wawanosh Wetlands Conservation Area.  
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2009/2010 

Executive  
Committee 

 

President  Pam Raisanen 

   compinfo@greatlakes.net 

 

Vice President/ Norb Demmel 

Program Coordinator dasboot@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer  Paul Cannon   

   paucan@comcast.net 

 

Temporary  Judy Callender 

Secretary  callenderj@yahoo.com 

   

 

Newsletter Editor Judy Callender 

   callenderj@yahoo.com 

 

Membership   Jane Wheatly 

Coordinator  jwheatly1187@comcast.net 

 

CD of the Month George Hawkins 

   exseedman@wildblue.net 

 

Promotions  Sharon Kirby Agee 

   hummingbird5@avci.net 

 

Web Page Editor Ron Walters 

   ronaldw152@sbcglobal.net 

 

Member at Large Ann Mark 

   c130.chick@comcast.net 

 

Club Website  www.bwcomp.org 

  

Club Mailing   C.O.M.P. 

Address  PO Box 595655 

    Fort Gratiot, MI  48059-5655 

Library News 
 

      The COMP Library of books: 
  

Adobe Photoshop CS3 
 

Adobe Photoshop Elements 7 
Classroom in a Book 
 

Windows 2000 Professional 
 

Windows 2000 Professional-Bible 
 

Facebook Me! 
 

Office 2007 
 

Slide:ologyðCreating Great Presentations 
 

Creating Hollywood Movies with Adobe Pre-
miere Elements 7 
 

The Windows Vista Book  
 

Building the Perfect PC 

  
If you would like to borrow a book or have 

computer/technology related books that are 
not too out-of-date to donate, contact 
Sharon at hummingbird@avci.net.   

 

 

 

 
 

Port Huron Factory Shops Outlet Mall 
 

Builds, Repairs, Upgrades, Training,  

Customization and Web Design 
 

 

 

1661 Range Rd. 

Kimball, MI 48974 

Phone: (810) 385-7500 

Email: inthebox@intheboxtech.net 

www.intheboxtech.net 

 

http://www.bwcomp.org
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User Group Book Programs 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

OôReillyôs site is http://oreilly.com/.  To  
receive the User Group 35% discount on 

all titles enter the code DSUG.   

 

 

 

 

Peachpit offers a 35% discount.  At 

checkout, right before entering a credit 
card number, enter the user group cou-

pon code UE-23AA-PEUF (case sensi-

tive). 

You can get a free book if you are will-
ing to write a review. To request a book 

for review, or for book review guide-
lines, contact Pam Raisanen at 

compinfo@hughes.net. 

COMP is a member of the  

Association of Personal 

Computer User Groups 

  

CD of the Month 
 
 
By George Hawkins 

 

Karenôs Directory Printer ï This utility 

will allow you to print out a listing of all 
files in a folder with information about each 

file. 
 
Print2PDF ï This utility is one on the lat-

est PDF converters.  It has some interest-
ing features that could prove quite useful. 

 

SUPERAntiSpyware ï One of the latest 

anti-spyware/malware programs. It has 

been getting good reviews. 

For more about these programs, be sure 
to read the information file on the CD by 

clicking on the ñ(more)éò link. 
 

Help keep our CD valuable by making 

suggestions and requests for interesting 
and useful programs that you think should 

be included.  
 

Bring your CD of the Month to 

exchange for  one with the latest 

programs. 

http://oreilly.com/
mailto:compinfo@hughes.net
http://www.apcug.net/index.html
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You have to be old enough to remember Abbott and Costello, and too old 

to REALLY understand computers, to fully appreciate this. For those of 
us who sometimes get flustered by our computers, please read on... 

  

 If Bud Abbott and Lou Costello were alive today, their infamous sketch, 
'Who's on First?' might have turned out something like this:  

 

 COSTELLO CALLS TO BUY A COMPUTER FROM ABBOTT   ; 
 ABBOTT:  Super Duper computer store. Can I help you?  

 

 COSTELLO:  Thanks I'm setting up an office in my den and I'm thinking about 
buying a computer.   

 

 ABBOTT:  Mac? 
 

 COSTELLO:  No, the name's Lou.  

 
 ABBOTT:  Your computer?  

 

 COSTELLO : I don't own a computer. I want to buy one.  
 

 ABBOTT:  Mac? 

 
 COSTELLO:  I told you, my name's Lou.  

 

 ABBOTT:  What about Windows?   
 

 COSTELLO:  Why? Will it get stuffy in here?  
 

 ABBOTT:  Do you want a computer with Windows?  

 

 COSTELLO:  I don't know.. What will I see when I look at the windows?  

 

 ABBOTT:  Wallpaper.  
 

 COSTELLO:  Never mind the windows. I need a computer and software.   

  
 ABBOTT:  Software for Windows?  

 

 COSTELLO:  No. On the computer! I need something I can use to write propos-
als, track expenses and run my business. What do you have?  

(Continued on page 6) 
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 ABBOTT:  Office.  

 

 COSTELLO:  Yeah, for my office. Can you recommend anything?   
  

 ABBOTT:  I just did.  

 
 COSTELLO:  You just did what?  

 

 ABBOTT:  Recommend something.  
 

 COSTELLO:  You recommended something?  

 
 ABBOTT:  Yes. 

 

 COSTELLO:  For my office?  
 

 ABBOTT:  Yes. 

 
 COSTELLO:  OK, what did you recommend for my office?  

 

 ABBOTT:  Office.  
 

 COSTELLO:  Yes, for my office!  

 
 ABBOTT:  I recommend Office with Windows.  

 

 COSTELLO:  I already have an office with windows! OK, let's just say I'm sitting 
at my computer and I want to type a proposal. What do I need?   

 
 ABBOTT:  Word.  

 

 COSTELLO:  What word?  

 

 ABBOTT:  Word in Office.  

 
 COSTELLO:  The only word in office is office.  

 

 ABBOTT:  The Word in Office for Windows.  
 

 COSTELLO:  Which word in office for windows?   

  
 ABBOTT:  The Word you get when you click the blue 'W'.  

(Continued on page 7) 

(Continued from page 5) 
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 COSTELLO:  I'm going to click your blue 'w' if you don't start with  

some straight answers. What about financial bookkeeping? You have anything I 

can track my money with?   
  

 ABBOTT:  Money.  

 
 COSTELLO:  That's right. What do you have?  

 

 ABBOTT:  Money.  
 

 COSTELLO:  I need money to track my money?  

 
 ABBOTT:  It comes bundled with your computer.  

 

 COSTELLO:  What's bundled with my computer?   
  

 ABBOTT:  Money.  

 
 COSTELLO:  Money comes with my computer?  

 

 ABBOTT:  Yes. No extra charge.  
 

 COSTELLO:  I get a bundle of money with my computer? How much?  

 
 ABBOTT:  One copy.  

 

 COSTELLO:  Isn't it illegal to copy money?   
  

 ABBOTT:  Microsoft gave us a license to copy Money.  
 

 COSTELLO:  They can give you a license to copy money?  

 

 ABBOTT:  Why not? THEY OWN IT!  

 

 (A few days later)  
  

 ABBOTT:  Super Duper computer store. Can I help you?   

  
 COSTELLO:  How do I turn my computer off?  

 

 ABBOTT:  Click on 'START'.............       

(Continued from page 6) 
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Photo SIG  

 
                    The  Photo SIG will be meeting on the second Thursday of the month at the                 

                    home of Pam Raisanen.  Bring photos or tips to share.  We will continue to look 
                    at what photo editing programs can do.  Bring your dinner at 6 PM or come for 
the meeting at 7 PM.   For directions or more information contact Pam at 

compinfo@greatlakes.net or phone (810) 327-2033.                                                  

Explorer SIG 
 

                 

Video SIG  

The Video SIG meets on the third Thursday of the month at Norb Demmelôs 

home.   Creating, and editing skills are covered.  Bring your own dinner and  
come at 6:00 PM.  The meeting starts  at 7 PM.  For additional information  

email Norb at dasboot@comcast.net. 

Special Interest Group News 
 

SIGs are geared for members to share their interests and abilities in areas that range from in-

tense study to coffee, donuts and conversation.  Donôt miss the opportunity to come early for 
dinner and tech talk.  Watch your email for updated news and dates. 

Web SIG  
 

We will be taking our laptop computers to meet during the day at Vantage Point  
in Port Huron.  Time will be scheduled on an as requested basis.  If you are  

interested in joining us, contact Pam Raisanen at compinfo@greatlakes.net. 

 

Pig Sig Dinner  

 
                       This social event meets at 5:30 PM before the club meeting.  This SIG is located             
at Tonyôs Food Paradise, 502 Huron Avenue, in downtown Port Huron.  

Donut SIG 

Come for coffee and donuts or just to chat after the club meeting at Tim Hortonôs, 

3829 Pine Grove Ave, Fort Gratiot, MI 48059. 

          

 

                The Explorer SIG meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at the home of Pam   
                Raisanen.  Topics vary to meet the groups needs.  To request program topics, con-

tact Pam.  Bring your own dinner and come at 6:00 PM.  The meeting starts at 7 PM.  

 

mailto:compinfo@hughes.net
mailto:dasboot@comcast.net
mailto:compinfo@hughes.net
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Advanced Computers 

Computers Sales & 

service, service, service 
 

Computer, Printers Upgrades 

Computer Training, Internet Pro-

vider 

Hours 

Mondayð Friday 8ð7 

Saturdayð9ð5 

984ð3488 

918 Pine Grove Ave. 

Port Huron, MI 

ATTENTION LINUX USERS 
 

A Club member received an email with a special User Group offer from 
Wiley Publishing. If you use or are just interested in the Linux Operating 
System, you might find this offer of use: 
 

Happy Holidays from Wiley Publishing! 
 

To celebrate, we would like to offer your user group 40% off of the following Linux titles. Please 

use promo code LIN10. 

 
Linux for Dummies, 9th Edition 
Ubuntu Linux: Your visual blueprint to using the Linux operating system 

Linux Bible 2010 Edition: Boot Up to Ubuntu, Fedora, KNOPPIX, Debian, openSUSE, and 13 
Other Distributions 

Professional Ubuntu Mobile Development 
Ubuntu 8.10 Linux Bible 
Ubuntu Linux Secrets 

Ubuntu Linux Toolbox: 1000+ Commands for Ubuntu and Debian Power Users 
CentOS Bible 

Linux for Dummies, 9th Edition (ebook) 
Ubuntu Linux: Your visual blueprint to using the Linux operating system (ebook) 
Linux Bible 2010 Edition: Boot Up to Ubuntu, Fedora, KNOPPIX, Debian, openSUSE, and 13 

Other Distributions (ebook) 
Ubuntu 8.10 Linux Bible (ebook) 

Ubuntu Linux Secrets (ebook) 
CentOS Bible (ebook) 
 

This offer is valid at wiley.com (US only) for 
40% off of the mentioned titles. 

Offer valid from December 15th, 2009ð
January 31st, 2010. 
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Digital Photography Class  
6ð8 PM September 14  - November 9 
At 514 McMorran Blvd., Port Huron  

 

Photoshop Elements 7 Class  
6:30ð8:30 PM Sept. 17thðNov 12th 

At the Blue Water YMCA 
 

To register for either class  
Contact the YMCA at (810) 987-6400  

 

Contact Paul at :(586) 291 -9764  
Email to: paucan@comcast.net  
http://northwardimages.com  

 

 

 

Northward Images  

Photography  
Photo Restoration  

Instruction  
by 
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Januaryôs Calendar 
 

Wednesday 1/6/10ðGeneral Meeting 
 5:30pmð7:00pm  Pig SIG at Tonyôs Food Paradise, 502 Huron Avenue. 
 7:00pmð9:00pm  COMP Club General Meeting at the Acheson Community Resource 
    Center, 514 McMorran Boulevard. 

 9:00pmð???????   Donut SIG at Tim Hortonôs, 3829 Pine Grove Ave., Fort Gratiot  
    (the north-end Tim Hortonôs) ???????? 

 

Thursday 1/14/10ðPhoto SIG 
 6:00pmð7:00pm  get-together at Pam Raisanenôs home before the Photo SIG (bring 
    your own meal). 

 7:00pmð9:00pm  Photo SIG at Pam Raisanenôs home, 5476 Burtch Rd., Grant Twp. 
 
 

Tuesday 1/19/10ðExecutive Committee Meeting 
 6:00pmð7:00pm  get-together at Pam Raisanenôs home before the COMP Executive 
    Committee Meeting (bring your own meal). 
 7:00pmð???????  COMP Executive Committee Meeting at Pam Raisanenôs home,  

    5476 Burtch Rd., Grant Twp. 
 

Thursday 1/21/10ðVideo SIG 
 6:00pmð7:00pm  get-together at Norb Demmelôs home before the Video SIG (bring 

    your own meal). 
 7:00pmð9:00pm  Video SIG at Norb Demmelôs home 

 

Thursday 1/28/10ðExplorer SIG 
 6:00pmð7:00pm  get-together at Pam Raisanenôs home before the Explorer SIG  
    (bring your own meal). 

 7:00pmð9:00pm  Explorer SIG at Pam Raisanenôs home, 5476 Burtch Rd., Grant  
    Twp. 
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NOTES: 


