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Communicator 

New Meeting Location for September’s General Meeting 
 

In order to allow full unblocked Internet access for our September program on Social Network-
ing, we will be meeting at the Acheson Community Resource Center, 514 McMorran Boulevard 

in downtown Port Huron. 

COMP’s Annual Sightseeing Cruise 
on the 

Huron Lady II 
 

Wednesday July 8th 7 PM—9 PM 
*Be at the dock at least 20 minutes early. 

 

$15 Adult     $14 Seniors (60+)   $8 Children (5-12)   4 & Under Free 
  

Come enjoy our scenic waterway and the company of other COMP members and families.  
Cruise the beautiful expanse of Lake Huron. Cruise under the two International Blue Water 

Bridges connecting Port Huron, Michigan with Sarnia, Ontario. View the Fort Gratiot Lighthouse 
from Lake Huron. See giant Great Lake freighters up close. 
 

The Huron Lady sails from the dock  by the Military St. Bridge in Port Huron.   
  

Purchase tickets well ahead of time to insure a seat on the boat.  For reservations call 810-984-
1500.   
 

We’ll be meeting at 5 PM for dinner at Tony’s Food Paradise, 502 Huron Avenue, Port Huron. 
 

Visit the Huron Lady’s website at http://www.huronlady.com/ or for more information contact 
Pam at compinfo@hughes.net 
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2009/2010 
Executive Committee 

 

President  Pam Raisanen 

   compinfo@hughes.net 

 

Vice President/ Norb Demmel 

Program Coord. dasboot@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer  Paul Cannon   

   paucan@comcast.net 

 

Secretary  Rick Farnsworth 

   rafarnsworth@comcast.net 

 

Newsletter Editor Judy Callender 

   callenderj@yahoo.com 

 

Membership   Jane Wheatly 

Coordinator  jwheatly1187@comcast.net 

 

Software Librarian George Hawkins 

   exseedman@wildblue.net 

 

Promotions  Sharon Kirby Agee 

   hummingbird5@avci.net 

 

Web Page Editor Ron Walters 

   ronaldw152@sbcglobal.net 

 

Member at Large Ann Mark 

   c130.chick@comcast.net 

 

Club Website  www.bwcomp.org 

  

Club Mailing Address  

   C.O.M.P. 

    PO Box 595655 

    Fort Gratiot, MI  48059-5655 

What ever happened to the lazy days of 
summer?  It seems like we are all busier 

than ever.  Although some of COMP’s activi-
ties have geared down until September, we 
still have a couple of get-togethers planned.   

 
The Huron Lady cruise is one of my favorite 

events and a wonderful opportunity for the 
photographers in our club.  This years trip 
will be on July 8th.  For anyone wanting to 

meet for dinner before hand, we’ll be gath-
ering at Tony’s in Port Huron around 5 PM. 

 
The new Executive Committee met for the 
first time on June 8th.  We have a full group 

with all positions filled.  The new committee 
members have already added some fresh 

ideas.  It looks like it will be a good year.   
 

Larry Mobbs did a wonderful job leading the 
club.   Among other things, along with Mi-
chael Geno he piloted our program to refur-

bish computers for the blind.  As a big Apple 
fan, Larry is now looking into starting a Mac 

User Group.  His history with the club and 
expertise with computing leaves some big 
shoes for me to fill.  

 
Programs for the coming year will start with 

a look at Social Networking.  Whether or not 
we like it, it is here to stay and is the way 
younger people connect and communicate.  

Pros and cons will be covered along with se-
curity issues.  Don’t forget, we will be meet-

ing at the Acheson Community Resource 
Center in September so we won’t have 
blocked websites for the program.  We are 

also looking into programs for photo editing, 
a hands-on night at a school or place with a 

computer lab, and video conferencing.   
 
The EC is trying to make the club as good as 

it can get.  We would appreciate the mem-
bers’ input.  If you have suggestions for im-

provement or a program you would like to 
have someone present (or if you would like 

to present a program for the club), let us 
know.  Email compinfo@hughes.net    

 

The President’s Column 
 

By Pam Raisanen 
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Port Huron Factory Shops Outlet Mall 
 

Builds, Repairs, Upgrades, Training,  

Customization and Web Design 
 

 

 

1661 Range Rd. 

Kimball, MI 48974 

Phone: (810) 385-7500 

Email: inthebox@intheboxtech.net 

www.intheboxtech.net 

 

 
 

 
 

 

2nd Annual COMP Family Picnic 
 

Who:  COMP Members, Friends and Family 
When:  August 8, 2009  1 PM to ??? 

Where:  The Raisanen’s 
5476 Burtch Rd. 

Grant Township/Jeddo 

 
Bring a dish to pass. 

Chicken & Hamburgers will be provided. 
 

Please RSVP to Pam at compinfo@hughes.net or (810)327-2033 

Library News 
 

      The COMP Library of books: 
  
Adobe Photoshop CS3 

Adobe Photoshop Elements 
7  Classroom in a Book 

Windows 2000 Professional 
Windows 2000 Professional-Bible 
Facebook Me! 

Office 2007 
  

If you would like to borrow a book or have 
computer/technology related books that are 
not too out-of-date to donate, contact 

Sharon at hummingbird@avci.net.   

 
APCUG Annual Midwest Regional Computer Conference 

Ohio Regional 
 

As an attendee of the APCUG Annual Conference in Newark, Ohio (at the Cherry Valley Lodge) 
August 28th, 29th & 30th, 2009 you will be a first time attendee at the very first Annual APCUG 

event to be held at a regional location. Also this will be the first time that the Licking County 
Computer Society has ever held an Ohio Midwest Regional Event. Looking forward to the con-

ference this coming August 28th, 29th, and 30th?  Go to http://ohiomidwest.apcug.org/ and 
register today. 

http://ohiomidwest.apcug.org/
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Ohio Midwest Regional Computer User Group Conference 

 

Hosted by  

The Association of Personal Computer User Groups 
 

And the Licking County Computer Society 

 

August 28th, 29th & 30th, 2009 

in Newark, Ohio (near Columbus) 
 

Register for the conference at  
http://ohiomidwest.apcug.org/registration.htm 

 

Hotel reservations at the Cherry Valley Lodge and Water Resort  
http://www.cherryvalleylodge.com/ 

Hotel rate is $109 per night and the reservation code is lccs09 
 

For more information visit  http://ohiomidwest.apcug.org/ 

http://www.cherryvalleylodge.com/
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User Group Book Programs 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

O’Reilly’s site is http://oreilly.com/.  To  
receive the User Group 35% discount on 

all titles enter the code DSUG.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.peachpit.com/ offers a 35% 

discount.  At checkout, right before en-
tering a credit card number, enter the 

user group coupon code UE-23AA-PEUF 

(case sensitive). 

You can get a free book if you are will-
ing to write a review. To request a book 

for review, or for book review guide-
lines, contact Pam Raisanen at 

compinfo@hughes.net. 

COMP is a member of the  

Association of Personal 

Computer User Groups 

 Computers Refurbished  

For the Blind 
 

By Norb Demmel 

 
Regarding the computer build on Saturday 

June 20th:  
 
We started at 10:00 a.m. and finished 

around 3:00 p.m. with lunch around 12:30. 
In attendance: Mike Geno, Jim Sanderson. 

Bill Goschnick, Rick Farnsworth, and Norb 
Demmel. 
 

Four stations were set up with the fifth sta-
tion reserved for Mike. In preparation, all 

towers had been pre-formatted with the 
Windows directory already copied to the 
hard drive. 

 
This method allowed for a smooth install, so 

every one was able to work together at the 
same pace. Three towers were 90% com-
pleted when the build was over. Everything 

seemed to run okay and I believe every one 
had a good time and a rewarding experi-

ence. 

http://oreilly.com/
http://www.peachpit.com/
http://www.apcug.net/index.html
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June 2009 C.O.M.P. Executive Committee Report 

 
The Executive Committee met June 8, 2009, hosted by President Pam Raisanen. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30PM by the President.  Executive Committee Members 
present were Pam Raisanen, Norb Demmel, Paul Cannon, Jane Wheatly, Judy Callender, Rick 

Farnsworth, George Hawkins, and Sharon Agee.  Also present were Walter Ludington and Ken 
Agee.  The new club officers  were introduced to the Committee.  Pam noted that we have a full 

executive board. 
 
The Executive Committee Meetings will take place tentatively on the third Tuesday of the 

month starting with the next meeting, in August 2009.  The starting time remains unchanged at 
7:00PM. 

 
PROGRAMS – 
 

September Meeting – Social Networking Sites such as Twitter and Facebook, Five min-
utes of Mike Geno’s Video Movie.  George Hawkins will present Ning if approved by the 

Committee. 
 

October Meeting – Discussed subjects of Photoshop Elements and Picasa possibly pre-
sented by Mark Repp.  Judy Callender suggested the topic of Holiday Gift ideas. 
 

Possible Future Programs – More Google Apps., Web 2.0 Sites, Windows 7, Gimp, Video 
Conferencing. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS – 

 
The Club has a new library now and Sharon Agee will serve as the Librarian. 

 
George Hawkins and Sharon Agee will share duties of the club photographer. 
 

President reviewed Executive Committee Positions and their duties as written in the C.O.M.P. 
Club By-Laws.  Two proposed changes were discussed. 

 
Treasurer opened discussion concerning the setting of September 1 as the start of the C.O.M.P. 
Club fiscal year.  The Committee discussed this issue and adopted September 1 as the begin-

ning of the Club fiscal year. 
 

A new procedure of collecting Membership Dues is being implemented. Treasurer, Paul Cannon, 
has created a table of the amount that must be paid in membership dues to bring all members 
dues up-to-date through the end of the new fiscal year (i.e. August 2010), based on when their 

membership dues become due.  The Secretary will draft a letter explaining this new procedure 
of collecting dues, and the Membership Coordinator will distribute them to club members. (See 

table on page 8.) 
 
The Committee discussed how to better help our members, the public, and to increase mem-

bership. 

Continued on page 7 
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Advanced Computers 

Computers Sales & 

service, service, service 
 

Computer, Printers Upgrades 

Computer Training, Internet Pro-

vider 

Hours 

Monday— Friday 8—7 

Saturday—9—5 

984—3488 

918 Pine Grove Ave. 

Port Huron, MI 

 

 

 

 

Northward Images 

Photography 
Photo Restoration 

Instruction 
by 

New classes  on Digital Photography and 
Photo Editing starting in September 

Contact Paul at :(586) 291-9764 
Email to: paucan@comcast.net 

 
http://northwardimages.com 

 

 
The Committee discussed and is researching an appropriate meeting place for dinner on 

Wednesday, July 8, 2009, prior to the Annual Huron Lady II Cruise. 
 
Possible activities discussed included a Canned Good Drive, and a raffle for a Netbook Com-

puter after club members receive a free ticket at each meeting they attend prior to the raffle. 
 

INFORMATION OF INTEREST – 
 
President, Pam Raisanen reminded the Committee that there exists a reciprocal agreement be-

tween the C.O.M.P. Club and S.C.U.G from Sarnia, Ontario, Canada.  The agreement allows 
members of each club to attend the other Club’s meetings and functions with the following ex-

ceptions:  the visiting attendee is NOT entitled to  a vote, a CD, nor a printed Newsletter. 
 
Vice President Norb Demmel, gave the CRB (Computers Refurbished for the Blind) Report.  

Forty PC’s have been delivered.  Mary Reilly has 30 PC’s of which 6 or 7 are ready for delivery.  
Norb has 44 PC’s at his house of which 27 are ready for Mike Geno; and 17 of the 44 that are 

ready to deliver.  Norb just picked up four more Towers from Larry Mobbs.  There is a CRB build 
scheduled for 9:30AM Saturday, June 20, 2009. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 10:25 PM. 
 

 
Rick Farnsworth, recording secretary  

Continued from page 6 
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C.O.M.P. 2009/2010 Membership Prorated 

          

Payment 

Due   Paid Thru   
Amount to 

Pay 

          

Jul 2009 to Aug 31, 2010   $35.00 

Aug 2009 to Aug 31, 2010   $32.50 

Sept 2009 to Aug 31, 2010   $30.00 

Oct 2009 to Aug 31, 2010   $27.50 

Nov 2009 to Aug 31, 2010   $25.00 

Dec 2009 to Aug 31, 2010   $22.50 

Jan 2010 to Aug 31, 2010   $20.00 

Feb 2010 to Aug 31, 2010   $17.50 

Mar 2010 to Aug 31, 2010   $15.00 

Apr 2010 to Aug 31, 2010   $12.50 

May 2010 to Aug 31, 2010   $10.00 

Jun 2010 to Aug 31, 2010   $7.50 

Jul 2010 to Aug 31, 2010   $5.00 

Aug 2010 to Aug 31, 2010   $2.50 

          

New Members after Aug 31, 2010 

Month 

Joined   Paid Thru   
Amount to 

Pay 

Sept 2010 to Aug 31, 2011   $30.00 

Oct 2010 to Aug 31, 2011   $27.50 

Nov 2010 to Aug 31, 2011   $25.00 

Dec 2010 to Aug 31, 2011   $22.50 

Jan 2011 to Aug 31, 2011   $20.00 

Feb 2011 to Aug 31, 2011   $17.50 

Mar 2011 to Aug 31, 2011   $15.00 

Apr 2011 to Aug 31, 2011   $12.50 

May 2011 to Aug 31, 2011   $10.00 

Jun 2011 to Aug 31, 2011   $7.50 

Jul 2011 to Aug 31, 2011   $5.00 

Aug 2011 to Aug 31, 2011   $2.50 
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Adobe Photoshop Elements 7 Classroom in a Book  
 

Author: Adobe Creative Team  
Publisher: Adobe Press (November 2008) 
ISBN-10: 0321573900 

ISBN-13: 978-0-321-57390-2 
List Price: $44.99  

http://www.peachpit.com/ 
 
In general the documentation that comes with computer programs 

does a fair job of describing how to navigate the program and exe-
cute menu and toolbar options.  However, this documentation of-

ten fails to explain under what circumstances these various options 
should be utilized.  This is sometimes obvious.  However, in image 
editing and similar programs where a number of choices are based 

on the desired result, knowing not only how, but when to do some-
thing is important. 

 
Books written by second parties fill this need by taking the time to explain in greater detail 
what options and commands are available and where it is appropriate to use them. 

After working with digital images for a number of years and using several image editing pro-
grams, I decided to look at Photoshop Elements 7 to see if it offered improved and additional 

features.  I was not surprised to find a great number of similarities, but there were indeed im-
provements and features that I could use.  This prompted me to explore the program in greater 

detail. 
 
To do this, I secured three second party books and set out to learn as much as I could about 

Elements.  All these books helped me learn what I had hoped to, but of the three, Adobe® Pho-
toshop Elements 7 Classroom in a Book proved to be the most comprehensive and preferred 

source of information. 
 
I found Adobe® Photoshop Elements 7 Classroom in a Book to be extremely valuable in helping 

me to understand the layout and structure of the program.  In addition to a program overview, 
it gave detailed information about how to execute program features, while providing a way to 

get ―hands on‖ experience about what was being explained in writing.  The book’s lesson for-
mat, including a CD with images necessary to complete the lessons, was the next best thing to 
actually being in a classroom.  This also allowed me to work at my own pace and to a degree 

selectively learn about program features of interest. 
At the end of each chapter, there were review questions (with answers) which if answered cor-

rectly insured that I had indeed learned what was intended. 
In addition to explaining how to use the programs options, it gave examples about how to use 
them together to create projects to get the results I wanted. 

I must admit that I have not read the book from cover to cover.  That would be too much like 
having to go back to school.  However, once I understood the layout of the book and the basic 

features of the program, I found that this book was a valuable resource and reference that I 
could use whenever I needed for additional information. 
 

George Hawkins 

Computer Operators of Marysville and Port Huron 

http://www.peachpit.com/store/product.aspx?isbn=0321573900
http://www.peachpit.com/series/publisher.asp?st=45303
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Computer Operators of Marysville and Port Huron 

P.O. Box 595655 
FORT GRATIOT, MI  48059-5655  


