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=) June’s Program
m Tech Toys

As technology changes we see more and more new devices that take advantage of the
improvements. At the June General meeting, members will be showing off some of
their favorite tech toys. Paul Cannon will demonstrate a camera that is waterproof
and a perfect choice for activities from diving to beach or boat days with the grand-
kids. Our favorite Apple Fan Boy, Larry "Mac Man” Mobbs will show his flashy new
iPad. Norb Demmel will be bringing his Gateway laptop model T-6831FX with a dual
hard disk drive system - he has Windows Vista on one drive and Windows 7 on the
second drive. You'll also be seeing an Eye Fi SD Card (that will upload camera pictures
without having to insert it into a computer) and a Kindle book reader.

June is our traditional election month. We still
have key offices yet to fill including President,
Secretary and SIG leaders. If you want the club
to continue, please share a bit of your time to

help out.
To volunteer, contact any Executive Committee
member.
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by Pam Raisanen

e
President’s Column %@

This is my last column as president as travel and family issues will keep me away for a good
part of next year. Hopefully someone will step up to the position and the club will continue on
as usual. I've been seeing some user groups question the need for clubs, as computers are
now easier to use and maintain. It's my belief that with the speed technology is evolving, it
becomes harder to keep up with the lifestyle changes it offers. User groups provide education
and are a good way to stay current. Our June program will be a sampling of some of the fun
things new technology brings us.

The way we capture memories is changing too. We have moved from film to digital storage
and also use the same camera (or cell phone) to capture video as well. Look for some added
bells and whistles on the recent batch of cameras. Zoom as well as megapixels are increasing
even on smaller cameras. We are seeing things like face detection, high definition video, high
dynamic range photography, 3D stitching and wireless transfer of files. Panoramic photos can
now be captured in one shot by swinging the camera instead of having to take multiple shots
and stitch them together.

In addition to that the way we communicate is also changing. By late 2007 text messages out-
numbered mobile phone calls in the US and social network sites like Twitter and Facebook get
more hits than Bing or Google.

Instead of paper maps, we find our way with map programs on the internet or with portable
GPS devices, some of which are accessed on our phones. Geolocation helps us find businesses
and restaurants in relation to our current position.

The way we read books and receive magazines and newspapers is changing. Electronic books
such as Amazon’s Kindle, Barnes and Noble’s Nook or Sony’s Reader have enabled us to have a
book in our hand in less than a minute without ever having to enter a store. Book readers
enable us to store thousands of books on a reader the size of one volume. Other hand held
devices like mobile phones, net books or Apple’s new iPad bring the ability to access the web
and streaming TV or video where ever you may be. The internet brings us free access to any-
thing we want to learn. Information is available in print, video and audio podcasts and covers
everything from hobbies to major university lectures.

If the old saying is true “Knowledge is power” then our
generation is truly the most powerful. It's an exciting era
we live in and groups like COMP help us to stay on top of
the changes. You can be an active part of this process by
supporting your club.
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Library News 7

The COMP Library currently has
32 books and 1 DVD, ready to be
loaned out to any interested Club
member.

1. Adobe Photoshop CS3 (one on

one)

2. Adobe Photoshop Elements

(classroom in a book)

3. Windows 2000 Professional

4. Windows 2000 Professional-Bible

5. Microsoft office 2007

6. Creating Hollywood style movies

7. Building the perfect PC

8. Windows Vista (illustrated)

9. Slide.ology

10. How computers work

11. Corel Draw 8 for Dummies

12. The Digital Shoebox

13. Power point 97

14. HTML

15. The windows Vista Book

16. Publisher 2003

17. Adobe Photoshop 7.0

18. Digital Image Suite

19. How to use Adobe Photoshop 7

20. Cortez Peters Keyboard Dirills

21. Photoshop 7 for Dummies (both win-
dows & Mac)

22. Computer Friendly

23. Learning Microsoft Office 97

24. Corel draw studio techniques

25. Technology & Procedures for Adminis-
trative Prof

26. Internet Explorer

27. Word 2000

28. Microsoft Windows 7

29. The Photoshop Elements 7 Book

30. The Photoshop Elements 8 Book

31. Facebook Me

32. How to Design Cool Stuff

33. Color Management without the jargon
DVD

If you would like to borrow a book or have
computer/technology related books that are
not too out-of-date to donate, contact
Sharon at hummingbird@avci.net.



http://www.bwcomp.org

Executive Committee Report

May’s Executive Committee meeting took place 5/18/10 at Pam Raisanen’s
home. Present were EC members Pam Raisanen, Paul Cannon, Norb
Demmel, George Hawkins, Sharon Kirby-Agee, Jane Wheatly, and Judy
Callender.

Jane reported there are no changes in membership. There were 18 members plus 1 guest at
the April General Meeting.

After Pam changed her email address with Peachpit she stopped receiving ordering information
for library books. She has contacted them, and they believe they now have it straightened out.

Sharon reported that Norb’s hame and information has been taken off all the CRB (Computers
Refurbished for the Blind) pamphlets and applications.

Norb reported that the Help Contact List that he and Paul are creating will be distributed at the
June General Meeting.

The Executive Committee discussed the CD/Flash Drive of the Month. Members were informed
at the May General Meeting that the Club was considering switching from a CD of the Month to
a Flash Drive to hold freeware/shareware given monthly to our members. Questions were then
raised and answered. Since there were no major objections to the change, George will finish
the CD of the month and distribute it at the June General Meeting. As of September the Club
will start including hyperlinks to the software in the Newsletters and distributing Flash Drives
with the software to members who want them.

The Club will be needing people to join the Executive Committee for the 2010/2011 year
(especially someone who is willing to be President). Nominations and elections for the Commit-
tee will be taking place at the June General Meeting, volunteers will be urged to speak up!

The June General Meeting promises to be informative and enjoyable. Members will be present-
ing some of their favorite tech toys, and will try to answer members questions. Refreshments
will be served. And of course, the Netbook Raffle will take place! Pam reported that the Netbook
will have the Windows 7 Operating System because it provide greater battery life and will work
better with upcoming Internet Explorer 9 and htmlI5 (which is going to replace flash for videos).
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Each time members attended a COMP meeting,
SIG or event they earned one ticket toward a
drawing for a NetBook. Remember, the drawing will be held at
the June meeting!
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iPad Shoppers Beware!

by Gregory West, Member of Computers Operators of Marysville and Port
Huron (C.0.M.P.), Michigan

http://www.bwcomp.org/

prospectorl6 (at) gmail.com

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG mem-
ber groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

If you are bent on getting an iPad don’t read any further. However, if you are trying to decide
between buying a laptop and an iPad this article is for you.

I like my laptop because I can load any software, connect any device such as a digital camera,
memory stick, backup drives, by USB connections. I like the idea of being able to load free soft-
ware from any company or source and not be restricted to one company such as Apple.

"Your computer should be yours to control," said Peter Brown, the Free Software Foundation's
executive director. "By imposing such restrictions on users, Steve Jobs (APPLE CEO) is building
a legacy that endangers our freedom for his profits (The Microsoft Blog).”

For me, choosing a laptop is simple: Macbook. I run Windows XP and Windows 7 on my Mac
laptop without a glitch. Of course there are many other laptops, notebooks and net books that
work great too and all of them avail you the opportunity to install third party applications, many
at no cost.

The iPad has landed in North America and is creating huge hype. Rightfully so! It is a wonderful
device allowing for various functions. According to Wikipedia the iPad “is part of a device cate-

gory between a smartphone and a laptop computer." This may be true but it is not close to my
Macbook laptop, not by a long shot.

For starters the hard drive is only 16 to 64 gigabytes (GB) of flash memory (a technology that
is primarily used in camera memory cards). My laptop is 250 GBs and with a terabyte hard
drive connected by USB. I now have a grand total of 1274 GBs of hard drive space. Very differ-
ent from 16 to 64 GBs of the iPad.

The iPad’s 9.7-inch (25 cm) screen has a low end resolution of 1024 X 768. What this tech talk
means is that the iPad will not support HDMI video which many have come to love. With high
definition the rave...Why go back to a lesser screen resolution. This does not make sense.

Other features lacking in the iPad are: no camera, no webcam, no multitasking, no drag and
drop file management, no USB port, no SD slot, no Flash, no HDMI out, no 1080p playback,
and no native widescreen. Are we going backwards here? In 2005 it was “the Year of High Defi-
nition Video," according to cnet.com. How come the iPad lacks these features?

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)
Many are saying the iPad has its neat functions and is esthetically appealing. Just make sure
you are getting the exact features you require in any tech device. Do your homework on this
one.

Gregory West is a Mac Instructor for Lambton College in Ontario, Canada.
He is also Webmaster at Central United Church, the home of the new COMMUNITY Computer Room at:
http://central-united-church.org/news

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP NEWS

There will be no SIG meetings over the
Summer.

Advanced Computers
Computers Sales &
service, service, service

71 N. Howard Ave.
Croswell, M| 48422
(810) 679-4144

http s croswellcomputers.com
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The Best Vacuums You've Never Heard Of

Computer, Printers Upgrades
Computer Training, Internet Pro-
vider
Hours
Monday— Friday 8—7

Saturday—9—5 Rent The N
9840 3438 RugDodlor ai+
918 Pine Grove Ave. Stéa CapatClanin Mchine

Port Huron. Ml Custom Built Yacuum Cleaner
' CompLters Sales and

Computer Repair Senvice




COMP is a member of the
Association of Personal
Computer User Groups

apcug

User Group Book Programs

O REILLY

GROUP DISCOUNT
SAVE 35%
ENTER CODE DSUG

O'Reilly’s site is http://oreilly.com/. To
receive the User Group 35% discount on
all titles enter the code DSUG.

Peachpit
User Group Program Member

Peachpit offers a 35% discount. At
checkout, right before entering a credit
card number, enter the user group cou-
pon code UE-23AA-PEUF (case sensi-
tive).

You can get a free book if you are will-
ing to write a review. To request a book
for review, or for book review guide-
lines, contact Pam Raisanen at
phraisanen@gmail.com.

CD of the Month

by George Hawkins

Our June disk has three utility
programs that you might find useful.
Bring your last CD to exchange for
one with the latest programs.

Free Burn MP3-CD With this program
you can Burn MP3, WAV, WMA, & 0GG
audio files to audio CD.

Kid Key Lock Lock your keyboard or
mouse to avoid accidental usage by
children or pets when your computer is
unattended.

RB-Tray RBTray enables you to
minimize any window or program to the
system tray (instead of the task bar) by
simply right-clicking on the standard
Windows minimize button.

This will be the last CD of the month
that I make for the club. It has been
my pleasure to provide this service to
members for the last 4 years.

Things change and change is neces-
sary so we all move on. Arrangements
are being made to continue this service
perhaps using a slightly different media
than a CD. What is being proposed can
be demonstrated in our general
meeting.

George
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Calendar

Wednesday 6/2/10—General Meeting

5:30pm—7:00pm Pig SIG at Tony’s Food Paradise, 502 Huron Avenue.

7:00pm—9:00pm COMP Club General Meeting at the Acheson Community
Resource Center, 514 McMorran Boulevard.

9:00pm—7?????? Donut SIG at Tim Horton’s, 3829 Pine Grove Ave., Fort Gratiot
(the north-end Tim Horton’s)

Date to be announced—Executive Committee Meeting
6:00pm—7:00pm get-together at Pam Raisanen’s home before the COMP
Executive Committee Meeting (bring your own meal).

5476 Burtch Rd., Grant Twp.
Sunday 7/18/2010—COMP Picnic at Pam Raisanen’s home.
5476 Burtch Rd., Grant Twp.

Bring a dish to pass, and you can bring a beverage if you wish
Meats and some beverages will be provided

Possibly sometime in August—COMP Boat Cruise.
The summer schedule for the Huron Lady has not yet been completed.
Watch your email for further details.

There will be no SIGs over the Summer.

Our next General Meeting will be
Wednesday 9/1/2010.



Photography
Photo Restoration
Instruction

Paul 6s next photogradhy
start in September.

@  Buy 5 books get 6th free

9 7010 Tales
New & Used Books

290 Wellington St, Samia, On
Canada, (519) 336-3307

TUES- FRI 10-5 SAT 10-4

Avon & Regal

gverdon@cogeco.ca Representative
classes wil/l

Contact Paul at :(586) 291  -9764
Email to: paucan@comcast.net
http://northwardimages.com

1-800-328-1 535
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WILSON'S

RUBBER STAMPS

¢ SELF INKING STAMPS
» ENGRAVED NAME PLATES :
(NOSTAMP PAD REQUEED) . SuuTRes D L0GOS At oouers o

EASY ORDERING BY PHONE:  * STENCILS & SUPPLIES INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL
TOLL FREE IN MICHIGAN o CORP & NOTARY SEALS RESIDENTIAL

ioymsin 810 987-2621 ¥

m FAX # 810 987-6128
A 4 4265 LAPEER Rd. PT HURON .‘
1/4 MILE EAST OF RANGE

MANUFACTURED HERE
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