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Communicator 
New Meeting Location for November’s General Meeting 

 
November’s General Meeting will be at the Black River Country Club, 3300 Country Club 

Dr., off Strawberry Lane in Port Huron in Port Huron.  Dinner will be at the Country Club res-
taurant.  
 

Coffee after the meeting will be at the north end Tim Hortonôs 3829 Pine Grove Ave, Fort 

Gratiot, MI 48059.  
 

Watch your email for links to maps for both the meeting and restaurant.  
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November’s Program - Ready for the Holidays? 
 

by George Hawkins  
 

A suggestion was made, that with the holidays approaching, we devote a program to looking at 
holiday related ways to use our computers.  
 

At first thought, you might assume that this would involve just art and craft type projects, like 
making fancy gifts and table decorations.  There can be more to it than that.  
 

This month we will try to explore a number of ways to use our computer to enhance our holiday 

experience.  
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Most of us send greeting cards; or have them sent in our behalf.  Some like to use their com-
puters to make their own cards which give a more personal touch to sending a greeting.  
 

Others like to send a letter that share with family and friends events that were significant to 

them or their immediate families during the past year.  
 

Electronic greeting cards sent via email or on a site that will host pictures, slide shows or vid-
eos, are a unique way to add a personal touch to a greeting.  This can be done with programs 

on your computer or on web sites that will allow you to make flash greetings and email them.  
 

Weôve asked club members about their favorite holiday computer activities and got some good 
suggestions.  Some indicated that they might be willing to share their ideas at our meeting.  
 

The practice of sending a letter instead of a greeting card has been popular for many years. Us-

ing a computer for this is not difficult, and can be done several different ways.  I will be demon-

strating how to make holiday letters 

at our November meeting and asking 

for suggestions about other holiday 

activities.  

 

 
Computer Club  

members 

enjoying a breakfast 

get-together 

at the Golden Corral 

(Continued from page 1) 
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The Presidents Column 
By Pam Raisanen  

 

Windows 7 is finally here and the reports from users are good.  This 
seems to be the most notable release of any Microsoft operating system.  
Launch parties were held to celebrate but the most talked about promo-

tional event was the Windows 7 Seven Layer Whopper featured for 7 days 
at Japanese Burger Kingôs.  Reports have it at 5.1 tall, 1 Ĳ pounds with 

seven layers of meat plus the fixings and bun and reportedly well over 
2000 calories.  
 

Before considering an upgrade to Windows 7 be sure to find out if your computer is able to 
run it.  Download and run the upgrade advisor at http://www.microsoft.com/windows/

windows -7/get/upgrade -advisor.aspx  or look for it on the September 2009 CD of the 
month.  It scans your PC for potential issues with your hardware, devices, and installed 
programs, and recommends what to do before you upgrade.  Plug in and power on any USB 

or other devices, such as printers, external hard disks, and scanners, that you regularly use 
with the PC you're checking.  

 
The Sarnia Computer Users Group October program featured a Windows 7 with  Mitch Gar-
vis a Microsoft MVP.  I enjoyed seeing his demo of Bit Locker Encryption.  Bit Locker comes 

with the Enterprise and Ultimate editions and will not only encrypt your computer but also 
any connected USB, flash or hard drives.  A word of warning, if you lose the encryption key 

itôs not breakable. 7 comes with lots of new bells and whistles.  The speech to text feature 
while not perfect seems much improved from prior versions.  The calculator has several 
new features including worksheets for mortgages or vehicle leasing.  Windows 7 will snap, 

shake, peek and jump.  If all goes well with the installs, several of us will be running it by 
the meeting.  

 
While I have a fresh install on a computer Iôm going to try Microsoftôs new Security Essen-
tials.  Itôs a free anti-virus and malware protection suite.  Download it at  http://

www.microsoft.com/security_essentials/  .   If youôre using it weôd love a report on it. 
 

Another tech toy due out on November 30th is Barnes and Nobles new book reader ñNookò.  
It will hold 1500 books many of which will cost $9.99 and downloads will be free over the 
AT&T wireless network.  The best part is, unlike Amazonôs Kindle, weôll be able to share 

books with friends.  
 

With all the new things out there should be lotôs to talk about at the General Meeting.  I 
hope to see everyone there.  

 

Bing vs Google 
 
Want to compare Microsoftôs new search engine Bing with Google?  To see both in 

the same window go to http://bingle.nu/   

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/get/upgrade-advisor.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/get/upgrade-advisor.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/security_essentials/
http://www.microsoft.com/security_essentials/
http://bingle.nu/
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2009/2010 

Executive  
Committee 

 

President   Pam Raisanen  

   compinfo@hughes.net  

 

Vice President/  Norb Demmel  

Program Coordinator  dasboot@comcast.net  

 

Treasurer   Paul Cannon    

   paucan@comcast.net  

 

Temporary   Judy Callender  

Secretary   callenderj@yahoo.com  

   

 

Newsletter Editor  Judy Callender  

   callenderj@yahoo.com  

 

Membership   Jane Wheatly  

Coordinator   jwheatly1187@comcast.net  

 

CD of the Month  George Hawkins  

   exseedman@wildblue.net  

 

Promotions   Sharon Kirby Agee  

   hummingbird5@avci.net  

 

Web Page Editor  Ron Walters  

   ronaldw152@sbcglobal.net  

 

Member at Large  Ann Mark  

   c130.chick@comcast.net  

 

Club Website   www.bwcomp.org  

  

Club Mailing   C.O.M.P.  

Address   PO Box 595655  

    Fort Gratiot, MI   48059 -5655  

Library News 
 

      The COMP Library of books:  
  

Adobe Photoshop CS3  
 

Adobe Photoshop Elements 7 
Classroom in a Book  
 

Windows 2000 Professional  
 

Windows 2000 Professional -Bible  
 

Facebook Me!  
 

Office 2007  
 

Slide:ology ðCreating Great Presentations  
 

Creating Hollywood Movies with Adobe Pre-
miere Elements 7  
 

The Windows Vista Book  
 

Building the Perfect PC  

  
If you would like to borrow a book or have 

computer/technology related books that are 
not too out -of -date to donate, contact 
Sharon at hummingbird@avci.net.   

 

 

 

 

Norb Demmel, 

COMP Club Vice-President 

http://www.bwcomp.org
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User Group Book Programs 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

OôReillyôs site is http://oreilly.com/ .  To  
receive the User Group 35% discount on 

all titles enter the code DSUG.   

 

 

 

 

Peachpit offers a 35% discount.  At 

checkout, right before entering a credit 
card number, enter the user group cou-

pon code UE -23AA -PEUF (case sensi-

tive).  

You can get a free book if you are will-
ing to write a review. To request a book 

for review, or for book review guide-
lines, contact Pam Raisanen at 

compinfo@hughes.net . 

COMP is a member of the  

Association of Personal 

Computer User Groups 

  

CD of the Month 
 
 
By George Hawkins 

 

 Our November disk has programs on for 

both November and December, since we 

donôt try to exchange disks at our party. 
 

Converber  Have you ever wondered 
how many liters there were in a gallon, or 

needed to make some kind of conversion 
between different units of measure?  This 

utility will help make  conversions between 
1234 various units of measure in 38 cate-

gories.  

DriveImage XML DriveImage XML is an 

easy to use and reliable program for imag-
ing and backing up partitions and logical 
drives.  Similar to Norton Ghost, it has the 

added advantage of being free.  

DriverGuide Driver Scan   Have you 
ever needed to find or update a driver for a 
device on your computer?  This handy tool 

scans your computer for devices and lists 
all currently installed and their version 

numbers.  

Paint.NET  Paint.NET is free image and 

photo editing software  that runs onWin-
dows. Originally intended as a free replace-

ment for the Microsoft Paint software that 
comes with Windows.  

 

For more about these programs, be sure 

to read the information file on the CD by 

clicking on the ñ(more)éò link. 
 

Help keep our CD valuable by making 

suggestions and requests for interesting 
and useful programs that you think should 

be included.  
 

Bring your October CD to exchange 

for  one with the latest programs. 

http://oreilly.com/
mailto:compinfo@hughes.net
http://www.apcug.net/index.html
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Windows Vista: The Missing Manual 

 
Review: by Gregory West  

gregorywest(at)bell.net  
Member of the Computer Operators of Marysville & Port Huron (COMP)  
www.bwcomp.org  

Windows Vista  
The Missing Manual by David Pogue  

Published by OôReilly Media Inc. 
ISBN -13: 978 -0-596 -52827 -0 
Pages: 827  

USA: $34.99 / CDA: $45.99  
http://missingmanuals.com  

 
This book is designed for basic users to advanced users and everyone in between. If you want 
to learn everything about Vista, the easy - to - follow way, this book is the one.  This book gets 

high marks for the very extensive, and easy to use, 23 page index.  Finding what you need to 
know in a hurry is fast and easy.  

 
The layout of the book has a nice a bluish tinge to the sidebars and screenshots that make 
reading and scanning a pleasant journey. Throughout the 8 Parts of this book you go from 

learning all about the desktop, software, and how to work and surf online, securely. Backing up 
and troubleshooting your computer is set in an easy step -by -step guideline that explains the 

entire process, both the how and the why. These 8 parts take you on a journey, from learning 
about the Desktop to ñThe Vista Networkò, especially since more homes are getting into net-
working computers and peripherals.  

 
For first time users, this book utilizes sidebars that are named: "Up To Speed". This aids the 

beginners in becoming more familiar with the operating system while moving along with the 
ñadvanced-beginnerò. Here is where the information is explained in easy-to learn language. Ad-
vanced users will find boxes named: "Power Users' Clinic". This is where anyone can get quick 

tips to make their computer experience run smooth. It is also a great spot for the newbies to 
peek in on to see what is available at a higher level.  

 
To set up your own "Media Center" at home is made easy in chapter 16. It starts out by giving 
you the "gear" list of things you need to begin. In here you will learn how to hook up your TV 

and record shows, fine tune music selections and work with both photo and video software.  
 

Once you are well into the book you can learn how to set up your own Virtual Private Network 
(VPN) which many home users are now doing. You will love this section.  

 
If you ever need to reformat your computer, this book, in its' "Appendix A" section:  "Installing 
Windows Vista" gives you an simplified instructions, with photos, on how to perform this func-

tion. This is a section, not only for newbies before they call the service tech, but a great re-
fresher for everyone at any level.  

 
Simply put: Pogue does it again with Windows Vista, The Missing Manual. I highly  
recommend this book for all users as a learning tool, as a quick reference guide, and something 

to use before you call a service technician or a computer tutor. Take yourself to the next level 
and get a copy of this book.  
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      at     

       

     

      Wednesday, December 2nd. 
6pm for Pre-party conversation 

7pm for the Meal and Party. 
 

See Jane Wheatly to sign up ($5 pre-pay 
per family, to be refunded at the party). 

Photoshop CS4: The Missing Manual 

By Lesa Snider  

December 2008  
Pages:  800  

Print ISBN: 978 -0-596 -52296 -4  ISBN 10: 0 -596 -52296 -7 
Ebook ISBN:  978 -0-596 -15733 -3  ISBN 10: 0 -596 -15733 -9 

http://oreilly.com/catalog/9780596522971/  
 

Review by Pam Raisanen  

Missing Manuals are known because they are written by real writ-
ers.  Material has always been presented in a clear understand-

able format.  Youôd think it couldnôt get better than that but 
somehow Lesa manages to step it up a notch.   

 
This is not only a great hands on workbook and read but covers everything I want in a 

reference book.  Itôs so well organized.  I love the colored tabs at the top of the pages.  
Rather than just displaying the chapter title they list the subject covered on that page.  

This makes it very easy to thumb through the book to find things quickly.   
 

Terms are described in such detail that Iôve finally stopped grumbling about needing a 
dictionary.  And the background information Lesa provides makes it easy to compre-

hend the why behind what to do.  A good example is the chapter ñHow Color Worksò.   
Friends and I have had an ongoing discussion about color.  Artists view it one way and 

photographers another.  Until this book we hadnôt found an explanation detailed 

enough to satisfy both sides.  
 

Iôd recommend this book for all skill levels.  Photoshop beginners will easily understand 
it and love the ñUp to Speedò parts.  More seasoned users will love the depth it covers 

and are sure to pick up a few new tricks.  

http://oreilly.com/catalog/9780596522971/
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Photo SIG  

 
                    The  Photo SIG will be meeting on the second Thursday of the month at the                 

                    home of Pam Raisanen.  Bring photos or tips to share.  We will continue to look  
                    at what photo editing programs can do.  Bring your dinner at 6 PM or come for 
the meeting at 7 PM.   For directions or more information contact Pam at compinfo@hughes.net  

or phone (810) 327 -2033.                                                   

Explorer SIG 
 

                There is no Explorer SIG in November due to the Holiday. 
 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

Video SIG  

The Video SIG resumed in October on the third Thursday of the month at  

Norb's.  Creating, and editing skills are covered.  Bring your own dinner and  
come at 6:00 PM.  The meeting starts  at 7 PM.  For additional information  

email Norb at dasboot@comcast.net . 

Special Interest Group News 
 

SIGs are geared for members to share their interests and abilities in areas that range from in-

tense study to coffee, donuts and conversation.  Donôt miss the opportunity to come early for 
dinner and tech talk.  Watch your email for updated news and dates. 

Web SIG  
 

We will be taking our laptop computers to meet during the day at Vantage Point  
in Port Huron.  Time will be scheduled on an as requested basis.  If you are  

interested in joining us, contact Pam Raisanen at compinfo@hughes.net . 

 

November’s Pig Sig Dinner at The Black River Country Club 

 
                       This social event meets at 5:30 PM before the club meeting.   This SIG is located             
at Black River Country Club, 3300 Country Club Dr., off Strawberry Lane in Port Huron in Port 

Huron.  

November’s Donut SIG 

Come for coffee and donuts or just to chat after the club meeting at Tim Hortonôs, 

3829 Pine Grove Ave, Fort Gratiot, MI 48059.  

mailto:compinfo@hughes.net
mailto:dasboot@comcast.net
mailto:compinfo@hughes.net
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Advanced Computers 

Computers Sales & 

service, service, service 
 

Computer, Printers Upgrades 

Computer Training, Internet Pro-

vider 

Hours 

Mondayð Friday 8ð7 

Saturdayð9ð5 

984ð3488 

918 Pine Grove Ave. 

Port Huron, MI 

 
 

 

 

Digital Photography Class  
6ð8 PM September 14  - November 9 
At 514 McMorran Blvd., Port Huron  

 

Photoshop Elements 7 Class  
6:30ð8:30 PM Sept. 17thðNov 12th 

At the Blue Water YMCA 
 

To register for either class  
Contact the YMCA at (810) 987-6400  

 

Contact Paul at :(586) 291 -9764  
Email to: paucan@comcast.net  
http://northwardimages.com  

 

 

 

Northward Images  

Photography  
Photo Restoration  

Instruction  
by 

Michigan a leader in technology! 
 

Our thanks to Ann Marks for this story:  
 
After having dug to a depth of 10 feet last year, New York scientists found traces of  copper wire 

dating back 100 years and came to the conclusion that their ancestors  already had a telephone 
network more than 100 years ago.  

 
Not to be outdone by the New Yorkers, in the weeks that followed, a California archaeologist 
dug to a depth of 20 feet, and shortly after, a story in the LA Times read: 'California archaeolo-

gists, finding traces of 200 year old copper wire, have concluded that their ancestors already 
had an advanced high - tech communications network a hundred years earlier than the New 

Yorkers.'  
 
One week later, The Alpena News, of Michigan, reported the following: After digging as deep as 

30  feet in his cow pasture near Ossineke, MI Steve Sims, a self - taught archaeologist, reported 
that  he found absolutely nothing.   Steve  has therefore concluded that 300 years 

ago,  Michigan   had  already gone wireless.  
   
Just makes you proud to be from Michigan!  
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November’s Calendar 

 
Wednesday 11/4/09  
 5:30pm ð7:00pm  Pig SIG at Black River Country Club  

 7:00pm ð9:00pm  COMP Club General Meeting at the Black River Country Club, 3300 
    Country Club Drive in Port Huron  
 9:00pm ð???????   Donut SIG at Tim Hortonôs, 3829 Pine Grove Ave., Fort Gratiot (the 

    north -end Tim Hortonôs) 
 

Tuesday 11/10/09 
 6:00pm ð7:00pm  get -together at Pam Raisanenôs home before the COMP Executive 
    Committee Meeting (bring your own meal)  
 7:00pm ð???????  COMP Executive Committee Meeting at Pam Raisanenôs home, 5476 

    Burtch Rd., Grant Twp.  
 

Thursday 11/12/09 
 6:00pm ð7:00pm  get -together at Pam Raisanenôs home before the Photo SIG (bring 

    your own meal)  
 7:00pm ð9:00pm  Photo SIG at Pam Raisanenôs home, 5476 Burtch Rd., Grant Twp. 

 
 

Thursday 11/19/09 
6:00pm ð7:00pm  get -together at Norb Demmelôs home before the Video SIG (bring  

   your own meal)  
 7:00pm ð9:00pm  Video SIG at Norb Demmelôs home 
  

No Explorer SIG in November—Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
 

Port Huron Factory Shops Outlet Mall 
 

Builds, Repairs, Upgrades, Training,  

Customization and Web Design 
 

 

 

1661 Range Rd. 

Kimball, MI 48974 

Phone: (810) 385-7500 

Email: inthebox@intheboxtech.net 

www.intheboxtech.net 
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NOTES: 


