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[M Communicator

New Meeting Location for October’s General Meeting

October and November’s General Meetings will be at the Black River Country Club, 3300
Country Club Dr., off Strawberry Lane in Port Huron in Port Huron. Dinner will be at the Coun-
try Club restaurant.

Cof fee after the meetings wil.l be at the north e
Gratiot, MI 48059.

Watch your email for links to maps for both the meetings and restaurants.

i

October’s Program - Financial Management Online

Chase Bank will be joining us at our general meeting to present a program on the ins

and outs of handling our money on line. Many of us already use internet access to

manage our finances. Others are uncomfortable and worry about security issues. Is it

safe? How does online security compare to having our financial information sitting in

our mailbox? What about accessing our accounts via cell phones? Chase will share

their view of bank account and credit card management, on -line loans, bill pay, money
transfers and security issues. It should be an interesting and informative presentation

and a good one to bring a friend to.
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" Gomputey Basies Class

So you have a computer.
Now what?

This class is geared for beginners and will cover basic skills
including email, internet, word processing, photo manage-
ment, social networking, security and maintenance.

Instructors are Norbert Demmel, George Hawkins and Pam
Raisanen.

Session 1 October 7 ™ i November 4 ™ repeated at Session 2

November 11 ™ - December9 ":1:30 - 3 PM at Palmer Park

Recreation Center, 2829 Armour St., Port Huron. Port Huron
Residents $5, Non Residents $10.

To register call the center at 810 984 -9767.

Verdon

COMPUTER SERVICES

James H. Verdon

Personalized Services 1ailored just for YOU.

An Authorized ADP Visual Aids Vendor.
Sales of New and Used Computers,
Accessories and Services.

290 Wellington Street Sarnia ON Canada N7T 1H3

Telephone : (519) 336 - 3307
Cell Phone : (519) 402-9227

E-Mail : jverdon66@Cogeco.ca

US Mail Address :
P. 0. Box 596263 Fort Gratiot MI 48059-6263

@  Buy 5 books get 6th free

9 7010 Tales
New & Used Books

290 Wellington St, Samia, On
Canada, (519) 336-3307

TUES- FRI 10-5 SAT 10-4
Avon & Regal

gverdon@cogeco.ca Representative




The President’s Column

By Pam Raisanen

Your Executive Committee has been working
very hard to bring you the best club we can.
We need your help and support with sugges-
tions of what you would like to see offered.

The last two years, under the leadership of
Larry Mobbs we have worked on programs
and SIGs to keep us informed about the
ever changing world of technology. We
added both social events and a community
service project that has provided over 50
free computers to blind and visually im-
paired users.

This year 6s Commi
velop added club benefits. Q & A has been a
long standing favorite of club members. We
are working on ways to extend that support
throughout the month. George Hawkins

has built a members only site at http://
comp09.ning.com/ __ with a forum that COMP
members can use to ask or answer com-
puter/technology related questions and

share ideas. If you need information about
joining or have questions, email George at
compnews@wildblue.net _ or Pam at
compinfo@hughes.net

Norb Demmel and Paul Cannon are compil-
ing a list of computer resource people that
members can contact for help or support
about a specific program or computer re-
lated question. They will be passing around
a sign -up sheet at the next meeting. If you
have a particular area of computing that you
would be willing to assist others with or
have an area you would like to see covered,
please let them know.

As a new community service project we are
offering a class in computer basics at Palmer
Park Recreation Center in Port Huron. It will
start on Wednesday, October 7
and run for five weeks. The cost to cover
the recreation depart
for Port Huron residents and $10 for non
residents. If you know of anyone who might

ttee i s ¢

" at 1:30 PM

ment O

be interested, they can register by calling
the center at (810) 984  -9760.

ltés your club.
both your attendance at meetings and
events and with your ideas and input. Help
us be the best we can be.

You
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The Nikon D90 § ol - T

Companion

By Ben Long

March 2009

Pages: 300

ISBN 10: 0 -596 -15987 -0
| ISBN 13:

9780596159870
http://oreilly.com/
catalog/9780596159870/

A Review
by George Hawkins

If you own a Nikon D90 this book is a must!
And, if you are new to DSLR cameras it is a
double must. Of all the camera, computer and
tech device related books | have seen, this is
without a doubt the most skillfully written.

The author doesnot t ake
manu

tions from the userés
clearly written. Instead he references pages in
that manual, and concentrates on explaining
how and when to use features of the camera.

He only repeats manual

necessary to explain something more precisely
than the manual does,
illustrate a point. The obvious is not repeated.

This is much more than just a camera book.
In addition to showing and explaining the cam-

erads features, he incl

related subjects and he uses the camera to
demonstrate those subjects. He devotes
chapters to digital image basics, fundamentals
of taking pictures including using flash, compo-
sition, and shooting in special conditions. He
also touches on using the raw format to gain
more control and improve image quality.

When | buy a book of this type, | usually use it
as a reference, reading only the parts that re-

|l ate to what |l 6m seeki

This time, | read it from cover to cover. His
clear way of explaining the subject resulted in
my gaining a lot of insight into effectively using
my new camera.

If you are looking for instruction about the
Nikon D90, and good sound information about
DSLR photography, this is the book for you.

W

ude

Library News

The COMP Library of books:

Adobe Photoshop CS3

Adobe Photoshop Elements 7
Classroom in a Book

Windows 2000 Professional

Windows 2000 Professional -Bible
Facebook Me!

Office 2007

Slide:ology 08 Creating Great Presentations

Creating Hollywood Movies with Adobe Pre-

miere Elements 7
me to repeat instruc-

| Ahe WindowsnVista Boeky ar e
Building the Perfect PC

1N Rigital Shpebax: How 1o Rraanizeq

Find, and Share Your Photos

ﬂ )?oﬂ WoluIEI Icl)keS to Bo?roewdaebgok (gr %ave
computer/technology related books that are
not too out -of-date to donate, contact
Sharon at hummingbird@avci.net.

s chapters on photo

m-the-box Technologies

Port Huron Factory Shops Outlet Mall

Builds, Repairs, Upgrades, Training,
Customization and Web Design

nf ormati on about.

1661 Range Rd. o
Kimball, MI 48974

Phone: (810) 385-7500
Email: inthebox@intheboxtech.net

www.intheboxtech.net
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COMP is a member of the

Association of Personal CD of the Month

Computer User Groups

By George Hawkins

In October, three more programs have
been added to our CD of the Month.

a & Foxit Reader At Septembers general
meeting, it was suggested that an alterna-

tive to Adobe Reader be added to our CD.
This program was recommended. It has

some features in addition to those included

in Adobe Reader, and is reported to install

O REILLY

IE Cookies View Cookies are a part of
computers. Some are needed and others
can cause problems. Manage the cookies
on your computer with this handy utility.

e DISEEP"T Link Scanner Are you sure that when

SAVE 35% you click on a link that it is safe to go to?
ENTER CODE DSUG This add on for most browsers will help
keep you safe.

O6 Rei | | y bhstp://eréilly.@m/i s. To
receive the User Group 35% discount on
all titles enter the code DSUG.

For more about these programs, be sure
to read the information file on the CD by

) clicking on the A(more)éod
Peachpit |
User Group Program Member Help keep our CD valuable by making

suggestions and requests for interesting
and useful programs that you think should

Peachpit offers a 35% discount. At be included.

checkout, right before entering a credit

card number, enter the user group cou- Bring your September CD to ex-
pon code UE -23AA-PEUF (case sensi- change for one with the latest pro-
tive). grams.

You can get a free book if you are will-
ing to write a review. To request a book
for review, or for book review guide-
lines, contact Pam Raisanen at
compinfo@hughes.net

If you have any of last years CD’s
that are not complete, bring them in so
I can complete them for you or for a
handout to new members.
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Executive Committee Meeting

Date: September 15, 2009

71 N. Howard Ave.
Croswell, M| 48422
(810) 679-4144

hitp: s croswellcomputers.com

RICCAK'

The Best Vacuums You've Never Heard OF

Members Present:
Pam Raisanen; Norb Demmel; Paul Cannon;
Judy Callender; Jane Wheatly; George Hawkins

Executive Committee members were given col-
ored name tags to wear.

Discussed Ning. George will be writing a short
article for the Newsletter on this subject.

Rent The
October Program 801 nt er net Access MM’O’
ci al Management 0 by Chase Bank Stoam Carpet Closning Machine

N Custom Built | Vacuum Cleaner
November Program 86 0 Al I  About the |Hol |, oftels S O O .
to be presented by various Club members. Will Computer Repair Senvice

ask for volunteers at the October general
meeting. George Hawkins may give a presen-
tation on making Christmas Newsletters, Recipe Cards.

December Program & Christmas Party at the Angry Bull. 6pm start time, food orders to be putin
about 6:30pm, eating about 7pm. Members who will be attending are to give a $5 deposit per
family to Jane Wheatly.

January Program & a presentation on Digital Scrapbooking.

Attendance by non -members was discussed. It was decided that non -members would be al-
lowed 2 free meetings, then they will be expected to join the Club.

There will be a Club Brunch Saturday, October 17 at 10:30am at the Golden Corral. People who
wish to attend should RSVP to compinfo@hughes.net

The Club no longer has a Secretary. Judy Callender is temporarily filling in until another Secre-
tary can be found.

Norb Demmel and Paul Cannon will be creating a survey for members to fill out, so the Execu-
tive Committee wil/ have some idea of Club memberséo

Pam Raisanen, Norb Demmel, and George Hawkins will be presenting a Computer Basics Class
at Palmer Park 10/07/09  -11/04/09 and 11/11/09 -12/09/09 from 1:30pm to 3pm. Port Huron
residents will pay $5, non  -residents will pay $10. For more information or to sign up, go to
http://www.porthuron.org/recreation.aspx or call 810 -984-9760.

Respectfully submitted by:
Judy Callender
Temporary Secretary


mailto:compinfo@hughes.net
http://www.porthuron.org/recreation.aspx

£ Brmel Gat-Tamede 22 0hs Gulden Gonval

@ Join us Saturday, October 17 at the Golden Corral for food and

v lively conversation. The Get-Together starts at 10:30 am (because
@ the Golden Corral switches to its lunch menu at 11am this allows
¥ members to choose from both breakfast and lunch items).

Please RSVP to compinfo@hughes.net.
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PURISTIAS DINNER
at
T Emgry Bull

Wednesday, December 2nd.
6pm for Pre-party conversation
7pm for the Meal and Party.

See Jane Wheatly to sign up ($5 pre-pay
per family, to be refunded at the party).
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Special Interest Group News

SIGs are geared for members to share their interests and abilities in areas that range from in-
tense study to coffee, donuts and conversation. Don
dinner and tech talk. Watch your email for updated news and dates.

Photo SIG

The Photo SIG will be meeting on the second Thursday of the month at the

home of Pam Raisanen. Bring photos or tips to share. We will continue to look

at what photo editing programs can do. Bring your dinner at 6 PM or come for

the meeting at 7 PM. For directions or more information contact Pam at compinfo@hughes.net
or phone (810) 327 -2033.

Video SIG Starts in October

The Video SIG will resume in October on the third Thursday of the month at
Norb's. Creating, and editing skills are covered. Bring your own dinner and
come at 6:00 PM. The meeting starts at 7 PM. For additional information
email Norb at dasboot@comcast.net

October’s Explorer SIG

The Explorer SIG meets on the fifth Thursday in October at the home of Pam
Raisanen. Topics vary to meet the groups needs. To request program topics, con-
tact Pam. Bring your own dinner and come at 6:00 PM. The meeting starts at 7 PM.

Web SIG
We will be taking our laptop computers to meet during the day at Vantage Point
in Port Huron. Time will be scheduled on an as requested basis. If you are
interested in joining us, contact Pam Raisanen at compinfo@hughes.net .
'C ) October’s Pig Sig Dinner at The Black River Country Club
’. > This social event meets at 5:30 PM before the club meeting. This SIG is located

at Black River Country Club, 3300 Country Club Dr., off Strawberry Lane in Port Huron in Port
Huron.

October’s Donut SIG
Come for coffee and donuts or just to chat t he
3829 Pine Grove Ave, Fort Gratiot, Ml 48059.


mailto:compinfo@hughes.net
mailto:dasboot@comcast.net
mailto:compinfo@hughes.net

A Thing about Ning
by George Hawkins

After its introduction at our Social Network-
ing presentation at the September general
meeting, the COMP User Group network on
Ning has grown to 16 members.

Not all members are actively using the site,
but that can be expected until they get fa-
miliar with the site, what it can be used for,
and how to use it.

There have been a few questions already
and | hope they have been addressed satis-
factorily. There are a number of things that
probably should be known before more
members are willing to start actively partici-
pating. To address this, Ning was made the
topic of our September Explorer SIG (this
article was written before that meeting, so
details are not available). Additional infor-
mational meetings could be planned should
interest warrant or a short time be made
available at the Explorer SIG to address
Ning questions.

Advanced Computers
Computers Sales &
service, service, service

Computer, Printers Upgrades
Computer Training, Internet Pro-
vider
Hours
Mondayd Friday 80 7
Saturdayd 90 5
9840 3488
918 Pine Grove Ave.

Port Huron, Ml

hward Images

-

.~

(3
JEmY
Photography
Photo Restoration
Instruction

Digital Photography Class
60 8 PM September 14 - November 9
At 514 McMorran Blvd., Port Huron

Photoshop Elements 7 Class
6:300 8:30 PM Sept. 17thd Nov 12th
At the Blue Water YMCA

To register for either class
Contact the YMCA at (810) 987-6400

Contact Paul at :(586) 291  -9764
Email to: paucan@comcast.net
http://northwardimages.com

Cool Websites

http://www.zebrakeys.com/ provides
over 50 free piano lessons for various
levels of difficulty. Each piano lesson is
accompanied by visual flash animations
that allow learners to view and hear
songs as well as play along with the an-
imations on their own piano keyboard.
Learning piano with Zebra Keys is fun
and easy!



http://www.zebrakeys.com/

October’s Calendar

Wednesday 10/7/09
5:30pm 9 7:00pm Pig SIG at Black River Country Club
7:00pm 9 9:00pm COMP Club General Meeting at the Black River Country Club, 3300
Country Club Drive in Port Huron
9:00pm 0 ??2?2°?2°?2°7?27 Donut SI'G at Tim Hortonos, 3824
north-end Tim Hortonds)

Thursday 10/8/709

6:00pm 0 7:00pm get -t oget her at Pam Raisanends home be
your own meal)

7:00pm d9: 00pm Photo SI G at Pam Raisanendés home,

Tuesday 10/13/09
6:00pm 0 7:00pm get -t oget her at Pam Raisanen6és home be
Committee Meeting (bring your own meal)

7:00pm 0 ???2?2°?2°7?°? COMP Executive Committee Meet i ngd
Burtch Rd., Grant Twp.

Thursday 10/15/709
6:00pm 0 7:00pm get -t oget her at Norb Demmel 6s home before
your own meal)
700pm 69: 00pm Video SI G at Norb Demmel s home

Thursday 10/29/09
6:00pm 0 7:00pm get -t oget her at Pam Raisanen6és home be
your own meal)

7:00pm 09: 00pm Explorer SI G at Pam Raisanen6s hg

Coming up in November

Wednesday 11/4/09 General COMP Meeting at Black River Country Club

Tuesday 11/10/09Executive Committee Meeting at Pam
Thursday 11/12/09Phot o SI G at Pam Raisanends home
Thursday 11/19/09 Vi deo SI G at Norb Demmel 6s home

No Explorer S1G in November
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Giveaway of the Day

by Gregory West

gregorywest(at)bell.net
Member of COMP
www.bwcomp.org

We had all heard about people winning various things for life, but for the most part,
none of us ever get that chance...until now.

How would like to get software on a daily basis o free and legal? No way you
say?

You can find it at a website call ed: nGI VEAWAY OHR TH
of fering a finew initiative in the software diptri
FREE |icensed software youdéd have to bluy ¢

Check it out at  http://tinyurl.com/kwijtpg

CNET news review on this project reports: #Abon'
Microsoft Office here; the selection consists mostly of utilities, security tools, DVD
rippers, and the like. Some of it's junk, but there are some gems -- and you definitely
can't beat the pr htipeioyur(cominhdbrfwr e V.i e w:
But dondét take our word on this gem of a websitle,
"Proceed to download page" link and check readers' ratings and comments, which are
usually copious, and enjoy the freebies.

' WILSON'S

RUBBER STAMPS

¢ SELF INKING STAMPS
» ENGRAVED NAME PLATES !
(ST POREEE) | S s gt

EASY ORDERING BY PHONE:  * STENCILS & SUPPLIES INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL

Z0wr-—= Z0=X

TOLL FREE IN MICHIGAN ¢ CORP & NOTARY SEALS RESIDENTIAL
1-800-328-1535 MANUFACTURED HERE
MON-FRI 9-5:30 81 0 987.2621 IN OUR SHOP
SAT 9-2
) FAX # 810 987-6128 ‘
ey 4265 LAPEER Rd. PT HURON

1/4 MILE EAST OF RANGE
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