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If communicator

New Meeting Location for September’s General Meeting

In order to allow full unblocked Internet access for our September program on Social Network-
ing, we will be meeting at the Acheson Community Resource Center, 514 McMorran Boulevard
in downtown Port Huron.

September’s Program—Social Networking

Have computers enabled us to be less social and more solitary beings or given us the resources
to be socially connected? Are they a security risk or do they provide a much needed public
voice? Maybe the answer is all of the above.

Wi ki pedia.com states —A social network service focus
ple who share interests and/or activities, or who are interested in exploring the interests and
activities of others.|I They | ist the most popular s

Twitter, and YouTube.

While that is true, they offer much more. Sites are growing and new ones are created at an
astounding pace. They provide means to share your photos or videos with a small select group

of people or with the world, provide a strong platform for promoting and monitoring business,

blog about your interests, get up to the minute breaking news, or just find out peoples answers

to Twitter’s —What are you doing?ll or Facebook’'s —Wh

(Continued on page 2)
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Major businesses now monitor comments about their products. Rather than your one contact

t

h

to a company’'s support Iline, if problems are unresol
ears on Twitter or Facebook. Newspaper reporters have long been the monitors of large indus-
try, government, police and individual’'s behavior.
cry when wrongs were done. As they decline, it’'s

are seen to fill that void.

At the September General Meeting we will be taking a look at benefits and the drawbacks of a
few of the more popular social networking sites. You may be surprised at what you learn.

Annual Club Picnic

On Saturday, August 8, 2009, Pam Raisanen hosted
the Annual C.0.M.P. Picnic. The weather had been
just perfect all week but as fate would have it, it
rained heavily & the outdoor event was moved inside.
Everyone brought a dish to pass and despite the rain,
Jerry and Fred managed to grill burgers & chicken to
perfection.

Not only was there good food; friendship & fun, there
was entertainment! Yes — The birds were at the feed-
er s, j ust outside Pam’s Kkitch
enjoying the party.
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The President’s Column

By Pam Raisanen

Changes, changes, changes!

We' re moving. RESA i s
accommodate us so we' ve
home for COMP meetings. The size of our
membership has eliminated SC4 as a possi-

no

Changes are also occurring in the PC world.
On the Microsoft front there several up-

gradedypraducssp The newpoperating sys-

h atemtWindews avill e enestpre shelves

(Continued on page 4)

bility and our need for an internet connec-
tion has ruled out several other places. We
will be at the Acheson Community Resource
Center in the Robbins Marcozzi Building for
our September meeting and the Black River
Country Club for our October and November
meetings. Sometime in September the
Community Resource Center will start book-
ing for 2010 and we will try to secure that.
If anyone knows of another location with
good internet access that is open for use be-
tween 6:30 and 9:30 PM the first Wednes-
day’s of the month, pleasfe¢
compinfo@hughes.net or phone (810) 327-
2033.

COMP is again without a secretary. Ann

Marks kindly volunteered to fill in on a one

time only basis. The secretary is responsible

for providing an overview of the Executive
Committee meetings for the newsletter so

it’s important that we fil
Please consider helping the club out by vol-
unteering. Spelling and grammar will be ed-
ited before going to print
keep you from taking on the position. Our
Newsletter Editor Judy Callender is very

good at that.

The EC has been working on building a bet-
ter support system for club members. Norb
and Paul are compiling a list of support vol-
unteers and George has been testing a pri-

vate networking site. Watch for more infor-
mation at the September 2" General Meet-

ing.

2009/2010
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Pam Raisanen
compinfo@hughes.net

President

Vice President/ Norb Demmel
Program Coordinator dasboot@comcast.net

Paul Cannon
paucan@comcast.net
me at
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contact
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Newsletter Editor Judy Callender
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Coordinator
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exseedman@wildblue.net

pharon Kirpy f\gee

hummingbird5@avci.net
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Web Page Editor Ron Walters

ronaldw152@sbcglobal.net

Ann Mark
c130.chick@comcast.net

Member at Large

Club Website www.bwcomp.org
Club Mailing Address
C.0.M.P.
PO Box 595655
Fort Gratiot, MI 48059-5655
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October 22™. I have been running two cop-
ies, one beta copy on a virtual drive and Win-
dows 7 Release Candidate 1 on a newly built
machine with Core 2 Duo and 8 GB of Ram.
While the beta version on virtual PC has not
run everything well the RC1 version has been
incredibly smooth. It comes with some very
nice new features. If you need to make a deci-
sion about upgrading an older computer, Mi-
crosoft offers an Upgrade Advisor that can scan
your computer and
and what needs to be upgraded. Windows 7
will run on computers that Vista would not.

Be aware if you decide to buy a new computer
before the final release and have the option to
upgrade after October 22" that a clean install
is recommended. That means you will have
files and programs to reinstall.

It looks like the new search engine Bing at
http://www.bing.com/ has finally got things
right. It s fast and del
Each day it sports a different photo with click-
able hot spots that lead you to more informa-
tion. If you search for videos, hold your
mouse over the thumbnails and a preview will
run. News has both top headlines and news
videos listed before you even begin to search.
The travel feature searches for flight, car and
hotel prices from five of the top sites at once
and shopping includes a cash back program

report o

Library News 7

The COMP Library of books:

Adobe Photoshop CS3

Adobe Photoshop Elements 7
Classroom in a Book

Windows 2000 Professional

n what won' t wor k
Windows 2000 Professional-Bible
Facebook Me!

Office 2007

Slide:ology—Creating Great Presentations

Creating Hollywood Movies with Adobe Pre-
miere Elements 7

-\;hee rWsindolwﬁ }/i%tar] I?ﬁ)gl? i on
Building the Perfect PC

wel | .

If you would like to borrow a book or have
computer/technology related books that are
not too out-of-date to donate, contact
Sharon at hummingbird@avci.net.

from several major web stores. Want to compare it with Google? http://bingle.pwnij.com/
search pops up a split screen with searches from both Bing and Google.

And finally Microsoft's

| at est

browser l nternet

ten by Computer World and tested out as #1 for protection from attack-code-infected sites.

The article stated | E8'

s skills at sniffing

While IE8 blocked eight of 10 of the malware-distributing sites that NSS included in its 12-day
test, the nearest competitor, Mozilla's Firefox 3.0, caught just 27% of the same sites. Apple's
Safari 4.0 and Google's Chrome 2.0, meanwhile, blocked only 21% and 7% of the sites, respec-

tively. Opera Software's

br owser

properly

For those Apple fans, Snow Leopard, the new Mac operating system is due out in September.

will be
friendly

Appl e boasts it
to be more user
Exchange Server.

|l ooks | i ke

Al'l in all, it

—Better,
for

Faster, Easierl.

peopl e with

whet her you' re a Mac or

Expl

out

i denti fied

di sabilitie
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Is Ning for COMP?

By George Hawkins

Ning

Our topic at this month’'s general meet
year ago, I would have said —Oh wel I,

about I . Now | have a |little bit diffe
Pam s presentation, | hope you do too.

Recent surveys indicate that this is something that is being embraced mostly by younger peo-

ple. People the age of most of our members generally have not accepted this as a way to com-
muni cat e. That doesn’t mean, however, that it can’t
Each social networking site allows people to connect in a slightly different manner. The principle

is the same, but how it is applied does differ.

This brings me to the point where | can explain my p
chance to introduce you to a site called Ning. In its purest sense, it is a social networking site,
but it has some features that appear to make it useful to our club.

Over a year ago, several of us in the club thought that we should have a way to allow members
to share ideas and information easily between club meetings. Why wait until we get together
once a month to help each other with computer related issues? We proceeded to investigate
what might be used and found that other user groups accomplished this different ways.

Some clubs just relied on email, but that only allowed the senders and recipients access to
what was being exchanged. A step up from that was to use groups, like Yahoo or Google, but
t hat wasn’'t the most convenient open exchange for mat

A lot of information is shared by the use of forums (in the old DOS days they were called bulle-
tin boards). If you are a member of one, you know how helpful they can be. Forums however,
are expensive to set up and require some expertise to administer.

The forum idea seemed good but we really didn’t know
started. Then, Pam went to an APCUG meeting in Florida where the topic was social network-

ing. She discovered that some clubs were using social networking to accomplish just about

what we were talking about. Central Florida Computer Society had a Ning site set up and run-

ning, even though a large number of their members had not found out how useful it could be.

Both Pam and I were able to get permission to join their network so we could find out how it

worked.

I was impressed enough with the potential it had to meet our needs that I went ahead and set
up a site on behalf of the club. Since it was established as a private site and access could only
be gained by invitation, there was no risk of anyone (other than those we had invited) seeing
what we were doing.

Several people that we knew were computer savvy were sent invitations to join us and help
evaluate the site. After there was an indication that it might be something of value, the Execu-
tive Committee members were invited so they could make an evaluation and decide if it should
be offered to the club. At the last Committee meeting the approval to introduce it was given.

(Continued on page 6)



(Continued from page 5)

My task is to show you the features of Ning
that we might use as a club. This will just
be an introduction and not a comprehensive
review if the site. There are still things that I
have to learn, and your questions will help
me zero in on what they are.

We need to remember that this is just a
tool. It can be a good way for us to commu-
nicate depending on how many use it and

how it is wused. Thi s
depending on how useful it is to the club.
Il " m suggesting we give

happens.

User Group Book Programs

O REILLY

GROUP DISCOUNT
SAVE 35%
ENTER CODE DSUG

O"Reilly’”s site is htt
receive the User Group 35% discount on
all titles enter the code DSUG.

Peachpit

User Group Program Member @

Peachpit offers a 35% discount. At
checkout, right before entering a credit
card number, enter the user group cou-
pon code UE-23AA-PEUF (case sensi-
tive).

You can get a free book if you are will-
ing to write a review. To request a book
for review, or for book review guide-
lines, contact Pam Raisanen at
compinfo@hughes.net.

wi ||
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CD of the Month

By George Hawkins

This month we begin a
new CD that will continue
until June 2010. Because
of some excellent suggestions, there are 3
programs offered:

either —fly or diel

Malwarebytes’ Anti-Malware Protect
gour rcgmpaterd frane dangerous malware
infections with this top rated anti-malware
program.

PC Decrapifier Remove unwanted soft-
ware that comes installed with many new
computers with this handy program.

Windows 7 Upgrade Advisor Is your
computer able to run Windows 7 and are

your programs compatible with it? This free
upgrade advisor from Microsoft will help
you decide if that can be done.

/| Brpggam |sqle9tipn§ f@rrme next CDI-vyj'II be

made primarily on requests. One program
will be included each month even though no
requests have been made. Any additional
programs will be the result of someone ad-
vising that they are looking for a specific
program or type of program.

You don’t need to bring your old CD
to get this new one. The old one is for
you to keep so the programs will be
available if you need them. You can
give me any old CD’s that are not com-
plete and I will make sure they are so
they can be given as a special welcome
gift to new members.



Executive Committee Meetin

Date: August 18, 2009

71 N. Howard Ave.
Croswell, M| 48422
(810) 679-4144

hitp: s croswellcomputers.com

RICCAK'

The Best Vacuums You've Never Heard OF

Time: 7 p.m.

Members Present:

Pam Raisanen; Norb Demmel; Paul Cannon;
Judy Callender; Jane Wheatly; George Hakins;
Sharon Kirby Agee; Ron Walters; Ann Mark

Members Absent:
Ron Walters; Sharon Kirby Agee

M"IE Q:;
Meeting was called to order at 6:55 p.m. MM’O’ o

Steam Carpet Cleaning Machine
Door Prizes: . . . Custorm Built Vacuum Cleaner
There was a discussion regarding types of Computers S
prizes to be considered for the club. Netbooks; Computer Repair Senvice
thumb drives; paper; free raffle tickets, etc.
An end of year —metbookl incentive raffle was

discussed and will be presented at the September meeting. Ways to handle raffle tickets fol-
lowed to include a general meeting sign-in sheet. Ann will bring a netbook to the September
meeting so the membership can see what they look like and what they are capable of doing. If
approved by the general membership the raffle will be handled in the following manner: An at-
tendance record of members will be kept and each club event attended will be awarded 1
ticket. Club events will include all meetings that are open to the membership including general
meetings, SIGs, social events etc.

Program Schedule:

September: Social Networking (Facebook and Twitter to be presented by Pam; Ning will be
introduced by George.)

October: I nternet Banking wil/ be presented by Chas
(Manager)

Ideas for outside presenters: Library; Vantage Point; Ann Carrier for a presentation on Viruses

Meeting Locations:

The new location will be sent by email and a response will be asked for. Jane and Pam will
make phone calls to those who do not or are unable to respond.

September location: Acheson Community Resource Center, 514 McMorran Boulevard.

October & November will be at the Black River Country Club located at: 3300 Country Club Dr
(off Strawberry Lane), Port Huron

SIGS:

Pig Sig wild.l be at Tony' s in September

Pig Sig for October and November will be at the Black River Country Club.

Explorer SIG — Pam will be here (date pending?)

Photo SIG — Sep 10th (future photo SIGs to be determined)

Video SIG - Sep 22 (Fourth Tues of the month)?

Basic computer training class to begin at the end of September (community service)

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

CRB (Computers Refurbished for the Blind):
Total # of PC'"s worked

138 towers and of

Approximately 165 machines have been received. Norb covered his method of restoring drive
systems. Storage of towers was discussed. Delivery of towers is a major concern as there are

currently 25 wunits

ready for delivery.

that time we will reevaluate the program. Norb will present this to Mike at the earliest possible

time.

Survey on Help Issues:

Norb presented a survey form. Resource
and Tech support for computer club mem-
bers only. Interests to be added: Office
Programs; Apple; etc. The list will be pre-
sented at the Sept meeting so that volun-
teer helpers can sign up and a compiled list
will be available for the general member-
ship.

Audio Enhancements:

A microphone and Karaoke were briefly dis-
cussed. Also, transmitter for Walkmans.
Mike Geno has a transmitter (Veronica) that
will run through a walkman at 89.6 or 7 FM.
Look at hobbytron.com. (It needs a good
microphone which is expensive.)

Christmas Party:

Location: Angry Bull Steakhouse, 5078
Lapeer Rd., Kimball; Paul to handle these
arrangements

Date: December 2™

Last year the club spent approximately
$5.00 per member.

Cocktails at 6 & dinner at 7

Inventory Club Equipment:

Club membership will be asked about donat-
ing the club computer.

Total equipment inventory necessary.

Library:
New Items: Vista, Adobe Premier Elements,

Slide:ology
Meeting adjourned at: 9:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by:

Ann H. Mark
Member at Large

t hat

A goal of

m-the-box Technologies

Port Huron Factory Shops Outlet Mall

Builds, Repairs, Upgrades, Training,
Customization and Web Design

1661 Range Rd. 0
Kimball, MI 48974

Phone: (810) 385-7500
Email: inthebox@intheboxtech.net

www.intheboxtech.net

COMP is a member of the
Association of Personal
Computer User Groups

4 2
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http://www.apcug.net/index.html

Special Interest Group News

SIGs are geared for members to share their interests and abilities in areas that range from in-
tense study to coffee, donuts and conversation. Don
dinner and tech talk. Watch your email for updated news and dates.

Photo SIG

The Photo SIG will be meeting on the second Thursday in September at the
home of Pam Raisanen. Bring photos or tips to share. We will continue to look

at what photo editing programs can do. Bring your dinner at 6 PM or come for
the meeting at 7 PM. For directions or more information contact Pam at compinfo@hughes.net
or phone (810) 327-2033.

Video SIG Starts in October

The Video SIG will resume in October on the third Thursday of the month at
Norb's. Creating, and editing skills are covered. Bring your own dinner and
come at 6:00 PM. The meeting starts at 7 PM. For additional information
email Norb at dasboot@comcast.net.

Explorer SIG

The Explorer SIG meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at the home of Pam
Raisanen. Topics vary to meet the groups needs. To request program topics, con-
tact Pam Bring your own dinner and come at 6:00 PM. The meeting starts at 7 PM.

Web SIG

We will be taking our laptop computers to meet during the day at Vantage Point
in Port Huron. Time will be scheduled on an as requested basis. If you are
interested in joining us, contact Pam Raisanen at compinfo@hughes.net

September’s Pig Sig Dinner at Tony’s Food Paradise

I
)
’ ( J This social event meets at 5:30 PM before the club meeting (dinner at a reasonable

price). This SIG is located at Tony’s Food Paradise 502 Huron Ave, Port Huron

September’s Donut SIG

Come for coffee and donuts or just to chat afte Il ub
3829 Pine Grove Ave, Fort Gratiot, MI 48059



New General Meeting Locations

RESA is unable to accommodate us this year. They are completely booked with school related
programs.

In September we will be meeting at the Acheson Community Resource Center at 514 McMor-
ran Boulevard (the Robbins Marcozzi Building) across from the McMorran Complex in down-
town Port Huron. Come at 5:30 and join us fordinnerat Tony ' s F o o d 502 &urardAvs,
Port Huron.

October and November’s General Meetings will be at the Black River Country Club, 3300
Country Club Dr., off Strawberry Lane in Port Huron in Port Huron. Dinner will be at the Coun-
try Club restaurant.

Coffee after the meetings will be at the north er
Gratiot, MI 48059.

Watch your email for links to maps for both the meetings and restaurants.

14

Advanced Computers
Computers Sales &
service, service, service

hward Images

Computer, Printers Upgrades £ ,‘r
Computer Training, Internet Pro- [ L
vider
Hours Photography
Mondayd Friday 88 7 Photo Restoration
Saturdayd 98 5 Instruction
9840 3488 by
918 Pine Grove Ave. 1C
Port Huron, Ml Pau annon

Digital Photography Class
60 8 PM September 14 - November 9

At 514 McMorran Blvd., Port Huron

. Photoshop Elements 7 Class
Cool Websites 6:303 8:30 PM Sept. 17thd Nov 12th
At the Blue Water YMCA

To register for either class
Contact the YMCA at (810) 987-6400

If you are looking for a lost recipe that
you saw printed on the back of a box try
http://www.backofthebox.com/. They

have hundreds of brand name recipes - a Contact Paul at :(586) 291  -9764
huge archive plus some that are posted Email to: paucan_@comcast.net
by visitors to the site. http://northwardimages.com

10
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The Geek Atlas e 4%\.
128 Places Where Science and Technology Come Alive g

The " .
By John Graham-Cumming
May 2009 ee aS

Pages: 542 128 Flaces Whete

Science & Technology

ISBN 10: 0-596-52320-3 | ISBN 13: 9780596523206
http://oreilly.com/catalog/9780596523206/

Review by Pam Raisanen
What a treasure! This book is now number one on my favorite gifts
to give list. Whether used as a travel planner, an overview of impor-
tant discoveries or just to curl up with on the couch for a few min-
utes of relaxation, this book is a delight.

The Geek Atlas covers 128 places to visit that are science/math/technology related. Graham-
Cumming’'s book focuses on sites where contributions
skips places that portray science as fluffy entertainment. This is both a good resource for trav-

elers, geeks, and science buffs, as well as a great read. The chapters are an average of four
pages long and packed with interesting, well organized information. They contain a description

of the location, a related technical subject, and visitation details. Links to associated websites

are also included. Best of all, the science is expl
all be waiting impatiently for a second edition. Thank you, John Graham-Cumming!

September’s Calendar

Wednesday 9/2/09
5:30pm—7: 00 pm Pig SIG at Tony's Food Paradise, |502
7:00pm—9:00pm COMP Club General Meeting at the Acheson Community Resource

Center, 514 McMorran Blvd, in downtown Port Huron
9:00pm—???2°?2°?2°?7? Donut SI G at Tim Horton’' s, 3829 Pi
north-end Tim Horton’'s)

Thursday 9/10/09
6:00pm—7:00pm get-t oget her at Pam Rai sanen’s home begfor
your own meal)

7:00pm—9 : 00 pm Photo SI G at Pam Raisanen’s home] 54

Tuesday 9/15/09
6:00pm—7:00pm get-t oget her at Pam Rai sanen’s home be¢gfor
Committee Meeting (bring your own meal)

7:00pm—? 2?2?2727 COMP Executive Committee Meeting at
Burtch Rd., Grant Twp.

Thursday 9/24/09
6:00pm—7:00pm get-t oget her at Pam Rai sanen’s home begfor
your own meal)

7:00pm—9 : 00 pm Explorer SI G at Pam Raisanen’s hTme,

11
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 WILSON'S

RUBBER STAMPS

¢ SELF INKING STAMPS
o ENGRAVED NAME PLATES
WHOLESALE - RETAIL
(NO STAMP PAD RE(MRED) ¢ SIGNATURES AND LOGOS MARKING PRODUCTS FOR
EASY ORDERING BY PHONE:  * STENCILS & SUPPLIES INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL
TOLL FREE IN MICHIGAN o CORP & NOTARY SEALS RESIDENTIAL
1-800-328-1535 MANUFACTURED HERE

o 810 9872621 orsw

= FAX # 810 9876128 ]
58 4265 LAPEER Rd. PT HURON E
1/4 MILE EAST OF RANGE
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