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The Digital Shoebox: How to Organize, Find, 

and Share Your Photos  
 

By Sarah Bay Williams  
ISBN -10: 0 -321 -66049 -8 
ISBN -13: 978 -0-321 -66049 -7 
http://www.peachpit.com  
 

Review by Pam Raisanen  
 

Written by a professional with a background in archival management, this colorful little book 
provides a sensible system to manage digital photo storage.  The easy to follow step by step 
instructions include lots of colorful illustrations that add a fun, light hearted touch to what I 

once considered an overwhelming task.  This book ends the frustration of camera and editing 
programs putting photo files where you canôt find them.  It teaches how to disable auto open 

features and put the control back in your hands.  Basic organization is covered in seven steps 
with specific instruction for both PCs and Macs.  Additional subjects include file formats, print-
ing, photos from friends and the web, copyrights, metadata and a glossary.  

 
Not being a particularly well organized person, I thought while this book was necessary, read-

ing it would be a chore.  To my surprise, I found it interesting and fun to both read and apply.   
From camera set up to file back up plans, The Digital Shoebox   has enabled me to sort all my 

photos and create and implement a back plan so I know my memories are safe.  While proba-
bly not for professional photographers it provides an easy to use plan for personal collections.  
Iôd recommend this book to anyone who doesnôt have a good working file management plan 

and as a sure to be appreciated gift for friends.  
 

 

http://www.peachpit.com
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The    President’s Column 
 

By Pam Raisanen  
 
Itôs been a busy year for COMP.  Weôve finally met the challenge of finding a stable meet-
ing location that will suit our needs.   Weôll be meeting at the Acheson Community Re-

source Center for all of 2010.  The wifi seems to run at a good speed and no sites are 
blocked which was a problem for us at RESA .  The Pig SIG dinner before the meeting will 

be at Tonyôs which is within walking distance of our meeting.   
 

In keeping with our motto of ñUsers helping Usersò we have been working on  community 
outreach programs.  The basic computer class through Port Huron City Recreation Depart-
ment will finish up on December 16th.  Eight people attended and are now more seasoned 

users than when they started.  Computers Refurbished for the Blind is ongoing.  Club 
member Michael Geno did an interview on local radio station WPHM about CRB.  It has 

been airing in small snippets throughout the week and we have had a good response to it.  
Through it we have made contact with some potential recipients and have received new 
computer donations.  On the delivery side, we have recently placed refurbished computers 

in Livonia and Detroit and were able to repair a computer in St. Clair Shores.  Sharon and 
Ken Agee have a list of deliveries to make in the Port Huron and Memphis areas.  Watch 

your January newsletter for the date of the next computer build at Norbôs.   
 
Several of us now have Windows 7 up and running.  I did clean installs on two computers, 

one new tower and one laptop that had Vista on it.  On the new tower I ended up with a 
User Account error which kept me locked out.  It was an error that was found in both 

Vista and 7 where the user password was either moved or deleted.  I wasnôt able to fix it 
in safe mode or boot from the Windows 7 install disk and ended up reformatting the hard 
drive before being able to reinstall the operating system.  Arrgghh!  Microsoftôs ñno help at 

all pageò said to simply go to My Computer and reset the password from there.  Yeesh!  
What didnôt they get about not being able to get into the computer to access the Control 

Panel!  On the more upbeat side, now that I have it freshly installed I love it.  So many 
things have been upgraded and itôs made the work flow go much faster and easier than on 
XP and even Vista.  The old hour glass has been replaced with the new Microsoft pearl.  

Some things to take a look at are Desktop Background Slide Show, Snap, Shake, Peek, 
Libraries and the new Word Pad and Calculator.  For additional features be sure to 

download the add ons from Windows Live.  We are looking for someone to show the new 
OS at one of COMPs general meetings.  If you or anyone you know could do that, let us 
know.  

 
Our last meeting for 2009 will be the Christmas party at the Angry Bull Steakhouse in 

Wadhams.  COMPôs elves have been busy working on the party details.  This is a good 
time to socialize and get to know other club members.  We hope to see everyone there.   
 

In January we return to the Acheson Community Resource Center in downtown Port 
Huron, for a presentation by Paul Cannon on Adobe Photoshop Elements 8. We will con-

tinue to meet each month at the Acheson Center until further notice.  
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Library News 
 

      The COMP Library of books:  
  

Microsoft Windows 7  
 
Adobe Photoshop CS3  
 

Adobe Photoshop Elements 7 Classroom in 
a Book  
 

Windows 2000 Professional  
 

Windows 2000 Professional -Bible  
 

Facebook Me!  
 

Office 2007  
 

Slide:ology ðCreating Great Presentations  
 

Creating Hollywood Movies with Adobe Pre-
miere Elements 7  
 

The Windows Vista Book  
 

Building the Perfect PC  

  
If you would like to borrow a book or have 
computer/technology related books that are 

not too out -of -date to donate, contact 
Sharon at hummingbird@avci.net.   

 

 Adobe Dreamweaver CS4 Classroom in a 

Book 
 

By Adobe Creative Team  
Pages: 288  
ISBN -10: 0 -321 -57381 -1 ISBN -13: 978 -0-321 -57381 -0 
eBook  
ISBN -10: 0 -321 -57405 -2  ISBN -13: 978 -0-321 -57405 -3 
http://www.peachpit.com/store/product.aspx?
isbn=0321573811  
 

Review by Pam Raisanen  
 
The book is composed of a series of 11 lessons and comes with a disc that includes the work 
files to complete them.  The lessons were manageable in approximately the time stated.  Most 

chapters took an hour or under to complete.  A good sampling of Adobe Dreamweaver CS4ôs 
basic techniques were covered.  The lessons 

take you from defining a site in Dreamweaver 
right up to publishing to the web.   Some of 
the skills covered in the book were creating 

and applying CSS including how to keep divs 
from overlaying each other, navigation, im-

ages, templates, forms, tabbed and accordion 
pages and inserting flash videos.   
 

I would classify myself as a web design hobby-
ist, not a beginner but by no means a sea-

soned professional.  Although it didnôt offer a 
lot of background information, for me this book 

was well worth the time it took to work though 
the lessons.  It clarified a few points I had 
been having problems with and I ended up 

with a better understanding of Dreamweaver.  
Though the book is not well designed for first 

time beginners it would be great for those who 
are just a step above that level and for those 
who would want a basic refresher.  If you fit in 

one of those categories, Dreamweaver CS4 
Classroom in a Book  might be just what you 

need to polish up and pull all your skills to-
gether.  

 

http://www.peachpit.com/store/product.aspx?isbn=0321573811
http://www.peachpit.com/store/product.aspx?isbn=0321573811
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2009/2010 

Executive  
Committee 

 

President   Pam Raisanen  

   compinfo@hughes.net  

 

Vice President/  Norb Demmel  

Program Coordinator  dasboot@comcast.net  

 

Treasurer   Paul Cannon    

   paucan@comcast.net  

 

Temporary   Judy Callender  

Secretary   callenderj@yahoo.com  

   

 

Newsletter Editor  Judy Callender  

   callenderj@yahoo.com  

 

Membership   Jane Wheatly  

Coordinator   jwheatly1187@comcast.net  

 

CD of the Month  George Hawkins  

   exseedman@wildblue.net  

 

Promotions   Sharon Kirby Agee  

   hummingbird5@avci.net  

 

Web Page Editor  Ron Walters  

   ronaldw152@sbcglobal.net  

 

Member at Large  Ann Mark  

   c130.chick@comcast.net  

 

Club Website   www.bwcomp.org  

  

Club Mailing   C.O.M.P.  

Address   PO Box 595655  

    Fort Gratiot, MI   48059 -5655  

User Group Book Programs 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

OôReillyôs site is http://oreilly.com/ .  To  
receive the User Group 35% discount on 

all titles enter the code DSUG.   

 

 

 

 

Peachpit offers a 35% discount.  At 

checkout, right before entering a credit 
card number, enter the user group cou-

pon code UE -23AA -PEUF (case sensi-

tive).  

You can get a free book if you are will-
ing to write a review. To request a book 

for review, or for book review guide-
lines, contact Pam Raisanen at 

compinfo@hughes.net . 

COMP is a member of the  

Association of Personal 

Computer User Groups 

 

http://www.bwcomp.org
http://oreilly.com/
mailto:compinfo@hughes.net
http://www.apcug.net/index.html
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Port Huron Factory Shops Outlet Mall 
 

Builds, Repairs, Upgrades, Training,  

Customization and Web Design 
 

 

 

1661 Range Rd. 

Kimball, MI 48974 

Phone: (810) 385-7500 

Email: inthebox@intheboxtech.net 

www.intheboxtech.net 

Microsoft Windows 7: Visual Quickstart Guide  
 

By Chris Fehily  

September 2009  

Pages: 576  

Print  ISBN -10: 0 -321 -64686 -X    ISBN13: 978 -0-321 -

64686 -6 

Ebook: ISBN -10: 0 -321 -68441 -9   ISBN -13: 978 -0-321 -

68441 -7 

http://www.peachpit.com/store/product.aspx?isbn=032164686X  

 

Review by George Hawkins  
 

This book was more than adequate in helping me to migrate from Windows XP to Windows 7.  
 

Unlike the title might suggest, it was more than just pictures.  Itôs well written in a manner just 
about all computer users can understand.  An ample amount of screen shots are provided to 
illustrate the text.  The book is organized in a logical manner with a very complete index, so 

readers like me, who donôt want to read it from cover to cover, can use it as a reference. 
 

It appears to address all aspects of the Windows 7 operating system.  It is my most convenient 
ñgo toò source when I have a question.  It includes, in grayed background, tips and information 

associated with the text so readers can get a better understanding of what is being presented.  
 
This book is valuable in helping me understand new changes and features in Windows.  I would 

recommend it to anyone that wants to quickly become familiar with Windows 7.  
 

 

http://www.peachpit.com/store/product.aspx?isbn=032164686X
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Computer Tips for Seniors  
 

by Pamela Tabak  
Published by Computer Tutor Inc. 2009  
Cover Design by Linda Gonse  
Pages: 204  
USA: $24.95 plus shipping  
www.computertutorinc.net/order.htm   
 

Review: by Gregory West  
 

All too often we find ourselves sinking in the mystery sea called Windows. We know what we 
would like to do but just canôt figure out the ñhowò. The further we click through our computers 

the worse our adventure becomes. We end up at a DEAD END, completely frustrated to the 
point of never wanting to turn the computer on ever again.  

 
Several years ago Pamela Tabak, better known as ñThe Computer Tutorò started helping seniors 
with their computer issues. Pamela began offering a free 24/7 help desk. She would have peo-

ple email her their computer problem and guaranteed to return an answer within 24 hours at 
no charge. Of course this took off quickly and became a huge success.  

 
Born from this concept of an email help desk, Pamela developed a book comprising of some of 
the most popular, nagging, questions that were asked. In Pamelaôs words she explains the 

bookôs conviction as ñeasy answers to frequently asked questionsò. 
 

This book comes with easy to read and view coloured graphics depicting each step in the solu-
tions process. There are three main sections: Knowledge Base, How To, and of course Answers 

to Frequently Asked Questions.  
 
The ñKnowledge Baseò section deals with topics such as ergonomics, the health of both you and 

your computer. There is an interesting section on whether to ñRecycle or Reuse Your Old Com-
puterò; a section we all should read up on. The book does an excellent job of covering most 

other areas of computing topics including computer maintenance, Internet security, Flash 
Drives, Web Browsers, Ebay and Emailing.  
 

As I went through this book finding things I already knew, I found myself wondering what type 
of answer would go with the question, and then finding out various things I had either forgotten 

or didnôt know existed. Going the extra mile, as Pamela does in this book, she has include sev-
eral little ñTipò bits where you find yourself gathering even more quick and helpful information. 
 

Whether you are a senior who is just starting out in the world of computing, or you have been 
around the block a few times with your hard drive; this book is a great read and a good refer-

ence book to keep nearby the desktop.  

http://www.computertutorinc.net/order.htm
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Special Interest Group News 
 

SIGs are geared for members to share their interests and abilities in areas that range from in-

tense study to coffee, donuts and conversation.  Donôt miss the opportunity to come early for 
dinner and tech talk.  Watch your email for updated news and dates. 

Photo SIG  

 
                    The  Photo SIG will be meeting on the second Thursday of the month at the                 

                    home of Pam Raisanen.  Bring photos or tips to share.  We will continue to look  
                    at what photo editing programs can do.  Bring your dinner at 6 PM or come for 
the meeting at 7 PM.   For directions or more information contact Pam at compinfo@hughes.net  

or phone (810) 327 -2033.                                                   

Explorer SIG 
 

                There is no Explorer SIG in December due to the Holiday. 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS, AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

Video SIG  

The Video SIG resumed in October on the third Thursday of the month at  

Norb's.  Creating, and editing skills are covered.  Bring your own dinner and  
come at 6:00 PM.  The meeting starts  at 7 PM.  For additional information  

email Norb at dasboot@comcast.net . 

Web SIG  
 

We will be taking our laptop computers to meet during the day at Vantage Point  
in Port Huron.  Time will be scheduled on an as requested basis.  If you are  

interested in joining us, contact Pam Raisanen at compinfo@hughes.net . 

                            Looking  
 

Next month we will be meeting at the Acheson 

Community Resource Center at 514 McMorran 
Boulevard (the Robbins Marcozzi Building) across 
from the McMorran Complex in downtown Port 

Huron.  Come at 5:30 and join us for dinner at 
Tony’s Food Paradise 502 Huron Ave, Port Huron. 

 

mailto:compinfo@hughes.net
mailto:dasboot@comcast.net
mailto:compinfo@hughes.net
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Advanced Computers 

Computers Sales & 

service, service, service 
 

Computer, Printers Upgrades 

Computer Training, Internet Pro-

vider 

Hours 

Mondayð Friday 8ð7 

Saturdayð9ð5 

984ð3488 

918 Pine Grove Ave. 

Port Huron, MI 

Decemberôs Calendar 
Wednesday 12/2/09  
     6:00pm ð???????  COMP CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY AT THE ANGRY BULL. COME HUNGRY!  
  

Thursday 12/10/09 
     6:00pm ð7:00pm  get -together at Pam Raisanenôs home before the Photo SIG (bring  

   your own meal)  
     7:00pm ð9:00pm  Photo SIG at Pam Raisanenôs home, 5476 Burtch Rd., Grant Twp. 

 
 

Thursday 12/17/09 
     6:00pm ð7:00pm  get -together at Norb Demmelôs home before the Video SIG (bring  

   your own meal)  
     7:00pm ð9:00pm  Video SIG at Norb Demmelôs home 
  

No Explorer SIG in December—Merry Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

Northward Images  

Photography  
Photo Restoration  

Instruction  
by 

Digital Photography Class  
6ð8 PM January 18  - March 22  

At 514 McMorran Blvd. , Port Huron  
 

Photoshop Elements 8 Class  
6:30ð8:30 PM January 14 ðMarch 18 

At the Blue Water YMCA 
 

To register for either class  
Contact the YMCA at (810) 987-6400  

 

Contact Paul at :(586) 291 -9764  
Email to: paucan@comcast.net  
http://northwardimages.com  
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NOTES: 


