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[M Communicator

February’s Program

Microsoft Photo Story and Microsoft Ice
with Norb Demmel

Norb will show us the ins and outs of these two free, simple to use programs.

Photos Story will create slideshows using your digital photos. With a single click,
you can touch-up, crop, or rotate pictures. Add stunning special effects, sound-
tracks, and your own voice narration to your photo stories. Then, personalize
them with titles and captions. Small file sizes make it easy to send your photo
stories in an e-mail. Watch them on your TV, a computer, or a Windows Mobile—
based portable device.

ICE or Microsoft Image Composite Editor is an advanced panoramic image
stitcher. You shoot a set of overlapping photographs of a scene from a single lo-
cation, and Image Composite Editor creates a high-resolution panorama incorpo-
rating all your images at full resolution. Then save your stitched panorama in a
wide variety of formats, from common formats like JPEG and TIFF to multi-
resolution tiled formats like HD View and Silverlight Deep Zoom. Features: state-
of-the-art stitching algorithms, advanced orientation adjustment view, and expo-
sure blending.
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The Presidents Column
by Pam Raisanen

Mi chigan winter is here. lIt"s a good time to stay
new things on the computer. The internet is loaded with resources. Here are a few of my fa-
vorites.

HP offers free on line classes. Some of them can be finished in less than an hour while others
subjects are offered as a series of lessons that are posted every few days for a few weeks. All
can be completed in your spare time and your progress saved until you have time to log on
again. A few of the courses offered are Digital Photography, Creating Logos, Facebook and
Twitter, Connecting with Bluetooth, LightScribe, Email, PC tune ups, the Ribbon in Word,
Adobe Software Products, MS Office, PC security and Maintenance, Wireless Networking,
Graphic Arts, Website Design, eBooks and more. For a complete list go to http://
h30187.www3.hp.com/all courses.jsp

If you own any of the Microsoft Office products, Microsoft offers free videos as well as tutorials
complete with work files. lt’s the fastest way | K n
Go to http://office.microsoft.com, click on Help and How-to and then under How-to Resources

click on Training. Choose your program and it will take you to training lessons, most of which

take under an hour to complete.

For those hard to learn Adobe products including Photoshop, free training videos are available
at http://tv.adobe.com/. They are done by some of Adobe top trainers and are as fun to watch
as they are good for learning.

Apple iTunes has a section of their store called iTunes University which features free audio &

video downloads from dozens of universities across the United States and around the world in-
cluding Stanford, Duke, MIT, Arizona State, and more. To access it you need to have iTunes
software on your computer. 't s a f htepe//wdve.wppleaad an«
itunes.

For visual learners there is no place better to find how to do just about anything than at You-
Tube http://www.youtube.com/ Search for any subject and you’'re

videos on it. While you're there, |l ook for videos o
Other sites to try are WikiHow at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WikiHow, About.Com at http://
www.about.com/or eHow, —How to | us thttmBvowwtehcvncgrmi/hi ngl ,

Just think, in the time it takes to play a few games of Free Cell you can expand your knowl-
edge in aImost any subJect and before you know |t wmter WI|| be over

Netbook Raffle

<= FEach time members attend a COMP meeting,
SIG or event they earn one ticket toward a

drawing for a NetBook. The drawing will be held at the June

meeting so there is still time to accumulate tickets.
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Library News

COMP Library books:

1. Adobe Photoshop C53 (one on
one)

2. Adobe Photoshop Elements
(classroom in a book)

3. Windows 2000 Professional

4. Windows 2000 Professional -
Bible

5. Microsoft office 2007

6. Creating Hollywood style movies
7. Building the perfect PC

8. Windows Vista (illustrated)

9. Slide.ology

10. How computers work

11. Corel Draw 8 for Dummies

12. The Digital Shoebox

13. Power point 97

14. HTML

15. The windows Vista Book

16. Publisher 2003

17. Adobe Photoshop 7.0

18. Digital Image Suite

19. How to use Adobe Photoshop 7
20. Cortez Peters Keyboard Drills
21. Photoshop 7 for Dummies (both win-
dows & Mac)

22. Computer Friendly

23. Learning Microsoft Office 97
24. Corel draw studio techniques
25. Technology & Procedures for Adminis-
trative Prof

26. Internet Explorer

27. Word 2000

28. Microsoft Windows 7

29. The Photoshop Elements 7 Book
30. The Photoshop Elements 8 Book
31. Facebook Me

32. How to Design Cool Stuff

33. Color Management without the jargon
DVD

If you would like to borrow a book or have
computer/technology related books that are
not too out-of-date to donate, contact
Sharon at hummingbird@avci.net.



http://www.bwcomp.org

COMP is a member of the
Association of Personal
Computer User Groups

apcug

User Group Book Programs

O REILLY

GROUP DISCOUNT
SAVE 35%
ENTER CODE DSUG

O’ Rei | |y’ Htp:s/oreile/.cang. To
receive the User Group 35% discount on
all titles enter the code DSUG.

Peachpit
User Group Program Member

Peachpit offers a 35% discount. At
checkout, right before entering a credit
card number, enter the user group cou-
pon code UE-23AA-PEUF (case sensi-
tive).

You can get a free book if you are will-
ing to write a review. To request a book
for review, or for book review guide-
lines, contact Pam Raisanen at
compinfo@hughes.net.

CD of the Month

By George Hawkins

Our February disk has two programs that
were shown at this months meeting, and
an additional program you might find use-
ful.

ICE This programs title is an acronym
for Image Composite Editor. You can use it
to stitch together images that have com-
mon borders to create a panorama.

Photo Story 3 With this program you
can make slide shows from your favorite
digital images. It has some editing fea-
tures. The file sizes produced make it easy
to share your slide show through email or
portable Windows Mobile devices.

Write Monkey A light, fast, handy text
editor that you might find real useful.

For more about these programs, be sure
to read the information file on the CD by

clicking on the —(more) ..

Help keep our CD valuable by making
suggestions and requests for interesting
and useful programs that you think should
be included.

Bring your last CD to exchange for
one with the latest programs.
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Executive Committee Report

January's Executive Committee meeting took p
home. Present were EC members Pam Raisanen, Paul Cannon, Norb Demmel,
Jane Wheatley, George Hawkins, and Judy Callender. Walter Ludington was

also present.

Paul gave the Treasurer’'s report, and informed those
internet domain name for 5 more years, and that ownership of the domain name belongs to the
Club. Presentation of the Treasurer’'s report to the
was previously decided to have the written report made available to members separately from

t he Newsletter for privacy reasons. It was decided t
verbally at the General Meetings.

Jane reported that we have two new members — Tom Boswell, and Jerry & Florinel Earl. Paul
and Jane went over the list of paid and unpaid members.

Pam reminded the EC committee that the Club can chose a book from Peachpit each month, to
add to the COMP Library. Suggestions were requested.

Program for February is to be Photostory 3 and Microsoft ICE, presented by Norb Demmel. For
March, Ron Walters is to present Scrapbooking. Possible future programs were discussed.

The Computers Refurbished for the Blind program was discussed. For details, see article in the
Newsletter.

Norb is working on the Computer Help Contact list, intends to hand it out at the next EC meet-
ing.

George reported that NING is not being used by the members as hoped. Committee members
discussed a suggestion by Gregory West that our site on NING be opened to the public, to help
advertise the Club. After further discussion it was decided to drop NING. It was suggested that
we might ask Greg to create a forum for the Club instead.

The COMP Club Representative to APCUG has been changed from Pam Raisanen to Gregory
West. The Club sent to APCUG information on our Computers Refurbished for the Blind pro-
gram, as our entrée for the Jerry Awards. We have no information on the result as yet. The
Awards will be announced at the 2010 Phoenix Regional Conference, to be held February 20-21,
2010.

EC members were reminded that the Photo SIG is held on the 2" Thursday, the Video SIG on
the 3™ Thursday, and the Explorer SIG is held on the 4™ Thursday of each month. The program
for the upcoming Explorer SIG is the Ribbon in Office 2007 and/or Mircrosoft One Note.

A Club brunch will be held Saturday 2/6/10 at

the Golden Corral, start time 10:30am.
1\'-:,:. ~
~ “A\

Presented by Judy Callender, Secretary '::'-)L; :5 N



Special Interest Group News

SIGs are geared for members to share their interests and abilities in areas that range from in-
tense study to coffee, donuts and conversation. Don
dinner and tech talk. Watch your email for updated news and dates.

Photo SIG

The Photo SIG will be meeting on the second Thursday of the month at the

home of Pam Raisanen. Bring photos or tips to share. We will continue to look

at what photo editing programs can do. Bring your dinner at 6 PM or come for
the meeting at 7 PM. For directions or more information contact Pam at
compinfo@greatlakes.net or phone (810) 327-2033.

Video SIG

The Video SI G meets on the third Thursday
home. Creating, and editing skills are covered. Bring your own dinner and
come at 6:00 PM. The meeting starts at 7 PM. For additional information
email Norb at dasboot@comcast.net.

Explorer SIG

The Explorer SIG meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at the home of Pam
v Raisanen. Topics vary to meet the groups needs. To request program topics, con-
tact Pam. Bring your own dinner and come at 6:00 PM. The meeting starts at 7 PM.

Web SIG

We will be taking our laptop computers to meet during the day at Vantage Point
in Port Huron. Time will be scheduled on an as requested basis. If you are

interested in joining us, contact Pam Raisanen at compinfo@greatlakes.net.

'@ Tﬁ Pig Sig Dinner
l )> This social event meets at 5:30 PM before the club meeting. This SIG is located

at Tony's Food Paradise, 502 Huron Avenue, i n downto

Donut SIG
Come for coffee and donuts or just t chat
3829 Pine Grove Ave, Fort Gratiot, MI 48059.


mailto:compinfo@hughes.net
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mailto:compinfo@hughes.net

February Brunch

February 6th we’ ||l be meeting 1
Golden Corral in Fort Gratiot. The Corral is located in front

of Mei j er’ s. This is a great o

get to know other members. Breakfast foods will be out

until 11 AM. After that they switch to their lunch menu at no extra
charge.

in-the-box Technologies Advanced Computers

Port Huron Factory Shops Outlet Mall Com pute rs Sales &
Builds, Repairs, Upgrades, Training, Se erce, SE rV|Ce, service

Customization and Web Design
Computer, Printers Upgrades

Computer Training, Internet Pro-

1661 Range Rd. .
Kimball, M1 48974 0 \ Iilllder
. ours

Phone: (810) 385-7500
Email: inthebox@intheboxtech.net Mondayé Friday 89 7
Saturdayd 90 5

www.intheboxtech.net
0840 3488

918 Pine Grove Ave.
Port Huron, Ml
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Ning gets the Ding

Ning was evaluated at our | ast EC meeting and the de
I't did not accomplish it’'s proposed purpose to allow
tion about computer related items. Although 16 members and interested people joined the net-

work, it was not being utilized enough to warrant continuing. It was felt that applying our ef-

forts other activities of greater value to the club would result in time better spent.

The network will be no longer operational after Feb 7. Any information that members might
find useful should be retrieved before then.

My thanks to those that joined and helped to evaluate this, but now it is time to move on.

George Hawkins



Buy 5 books get 6th free

g WI© ‘l'old Tales
New & Used Books

290 Wellington St,

Sarnia, On

Canada, (519) 336-3307

gverdon @ cogeco.ca

TUES- FRI 10-5 SAT 10-4
Avon & Regal
Representative

FEBRUARY

71 N. Howard Ave.
Croswell, MI 48422
(810) 679-4144

hitp: s croswellcomputers.com

RICCAK"

The Best Vacuums You've Never Heard Of

flout The ¢2
RugDodlor 55+
Sieam Carpat Cloaning Machine

Custom Built Yacuum Cleaner
Computers Sales and
Computer Repair Senvice

Photography
Photo Restoration
Instruction

Digital Photography Class
60 8 PM January 18 - March 22
At 514 McMorran Blvd. , Port Huron

Photoshop Elements 8 Class
6:300 8:30 PM January 14 6 March 18
At the Blue Water YMCA

To register for either class
Contact the YMCA at (810) 987-6400

Contact Paul at :(586) 291  -9764
Email to: paucan@comcast.net
http://northwardimages.com




February’s Calendar

Wednesday 2/3/10—General Meeting

5:30pm—7: 00 pm Pig SI G at Tony's Food Paradisé&, 50C
7:00pm—9:00pm COMP Club General Meeting at the Acheson Community Re-

source Center, 514 McMorran Boulevard.
9:00pm—?? 7?2?2227 Donut SI G at Tim Horton’ s, 329 F

(the north-end Tim Horton’'s) ?2?22?22?2?2?2727?

aturday 2/6/10—COMP Club Brunch at the Golden Corral, 10:30am-on.

= U

hursday 2/11/10—Photo SIG
6:00pm—7:00pm get-t oget her at Pam Raisanen’s home |Jbefo

(bring your own meal). I

7:00pm—9 : 00 pm Photo SI G at Pam Raisanen’s hoIne, 5

_|
=
©

|

|

Tuesday 2/16/10—Executive Committee Meeting :
6:00pm—7:00pm get-t oget her at Pam Rai sanen’s home Ibef 0

I

|

tive Committee Meeting (bring your own meal).
7:00pm—? 2?2?22 7?7? COMP Executive Committee Meetlhng &
5476 Burtch Rd., Grant Twp.
|
Thursday 2/18/10—Video SIG |
6:00pm—7:00pm get-t oget her at Norb Demmel’s home Hef or
(bring your own meal). |
7:00pm—9 : 00 pm Video SI G at Norb Demmel’'s homg
|
Thursday 2/25/10—Explorer SIG I

6:00pm—7:00pm get-t oget her at Pam Raisanen’s home |befo
(bring your own meal). I

7:00pm—9 : 00 pm Explorer SI G at Pam Raisanen'slhome
Twp. I

I'__________________________________'I%o

CRB (Computers Refurbished for the Blind)
Update

Michael Geno has found storage for computer donations. He will be handling all donations. To
donate a computer call Michael at (810) 982-0717 or email him at mcbvi@sbcglobal.net

February 20th, 10: 30 AM is our next get together
several things to do including testing and marking keyboards. Come to work or just drop in to
say hell o. Watch your emai l for more informatio




 WILSON'S

RUBBER STAMPS

» SELF INKING STAMPS
» ENGRAVED NAME PLATES j
(NO STAMP PAD REQURED) , scuuruns o L0605~ pmcs et

EASY ORDERING BY PHONE:  * STENCILS & SUPPLIES INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL

TOLL FREE IN MICHIGAN ¢ CORP & NOTARY SEALS RESIDENTIAL
1-800-328-1535 MANUFACTURED HERE
wymsso 810 987-2621 "ox+
SAT 92

Z0wnwr—= Z0=X

m FAX # 810 987-6128 '
A d 4265 LAPEER Rd. PT HURON
1/4 MILE EAST OF RANGE

NOTES:
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